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Introduction

There has been growing global concern over the worsening problems of
poverty, hunger and malnutrition in the world, particularly in developing
countries during the past few decades. Since 1960, the total human population
has increased by 75 percent, but in developing countries it has grown by 97
percent, compared to 28 percent in the industrialized world (Sansoucy, 1995a).
One of the challenges facing the world over the next decades is preserving its
natural resources while at the same time producing sufficient food to satisfy
the demands of a growing human population. World population is expected
to grow from 5.5 billion now to about eight billion in the year 2020. Specialists
at the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) estimate that the
current demand of 1.7 billion tons of cereals and 206 million tons of meat,
may rise by the year 2020 to 2.5-2.8 billion tons of cereals and at least 275-
310 million tons of meat (De Haan, et al., 1997). In spite of the huge progress
achieved worldwide in food crop production, almost 800 million people in
the developing world do not have enough to eat. If all the worlds’
undernourished people were gathered together, the population of the continent
of the hungry would dwarf that of every other continent except Asia (Sansoucy,
1995b, FAO, 1999).

Furthermore, at the current rate of population growth, the consumption
of food and agricultural products during the second decade of the next century
should be equivalent to that consumed over the last 10000 years. (Hammond
and Leitch, 1995). Like other developing countries, Iran also experiences the
same challenges. In Iran agriculture is a vital part of the economy and food
security is a constitutional principle to which the entire country is committed
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which extension can and should play a decisive role. The livestock development
units are engaged in information exchange, especially for preventive animal
health services. Extension methods can be employed to reach pastoralists and
breeders (Rivera et al., 2001). Extension is an institution that facilitates the
process of information exchange by different actors in Agricultural Knowledge
and Information System (AKIS). Without appropriate access to information
sources any improvement in livestock production unit cannot be imagined.
Therefore, any extension research to find out different sources of information
accessed and used by livestock farmers is a prerequisite to reorient extension
policies towards livestock development. Each source of information may be
more useful in one specific type of livestock production system.

In the study of utilization pattern of information sources by farmers, it is
important to know how they obtain required information. In fact, it is evident
that farmers obtain new information not only from the government agricultural
extension services, but also from a rapidly growing range of information sources.
Development in information and communication technologies has opened up
many new opportunities to obtain information.

Keeping this in mind, the present study was conducted with the following

objectives:
1. To study the extent of access of livestock farmers to different information
sources

2. To study the extent of use of different information sources by livestock
farmers

3. To study the relationship between characteristics of livestock farmers
with their access to and use of different information sources.

Methodology

The study was conducted in Tafresh area of Iran by using Ex- Post- facto
research design. Tafresh is a place where livestock production is a dominant
activity practiced by many villages and is the main source of income for the
riral population. In this study, two districts, six blocks (Taluk) and 30 villages
were selected randomly. Two hundred and thirty livestock farmers comprising
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e. Rural Libraries

The study revealed that only 14.8% of the respondents were members
of rural libraries, though the average establishment of rural libraries in the
residential areas of the respondents is about 2.5 years. A majority of livestock
farmers (95%) borrowed books from rural libraries to a limited extent. They
opined the following reasons for that: llliteracy (34.2%), lack of time to study
books (29.6%), lack of access to library as they spent much of their time in
pastures (20.4%), lack of availability of appropriate books on Animal Husbandry
in rural libraries (9.2%), lack of felt need to read technical books (3.6%) and
lack of interest in reading books (3%).

f. Video

According to the findings, 16.5% of the respondents had V.H.S at home,
out of which only 8.3% used V.H.S to watch educational films related to animal
husbandry and agriculture. They opined that the following problems limit their
use of V.H.S to improve their technical skills in animal husbandry viz.,: lack of
access to the system (47.4%), lack of availability of appropriate educational
cassettes (19.4%), lack of interest (7.2%). lack of time (6.2%), lack of awareness
about the V.H.S cassette distributing cc...ers (5.7%) and lack of knowledge to
use a V.H.S (4.2%).

g. Telephone

Findings with reference to the respondents’ access to telephone revealed
that only 54% of them accessed telephone at home. About 55% of the livestock
farmers reported that they have no access to telephone in their villages. About
4% of them used neighbors’ or neighboring villages phones.

Approximately 76% of them used telephone to solve their job related
problems 1-3 times per month. Those who did not use telephone to solve their
technical problems in animal husbandry gave the following reasons: lack of
responsive veterinarians to solve the problems of livestock farmers through
phone (31.6%), lack of belief in the use of the telephone as a means of solving
livestock farmers’ problems (26.3 %), lack of attention to the telephone demands
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