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Abstract: Rose-ringed parakeet. house sparrow, bulbul and crows are major bird 
pests of date palm in arid western Rajasthan. Various covers were evaluated to 
protect the berries from bird damage. Nylon net (19-mmZmesh) afforded the maximum 
protection to benies but ware the most costly. By their bsneficial effects on fruit 
quality and high benefit to cost ratio, polyethylene bags, followed by gunny bags. 
proved to be better. Wire gauge coverings were difficult to handle in the effort 
to avoid mechanical injury 10 berries. Paper bags were not satisfactory on account 
of poor stability under wind or showers. 
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Birds cause severe damage to ripening 
fruits nearing harvest. Lakra et al. (1979) 
reported more than 30% fruit drop in jujube 
due to bird damage in Haryana. In Punjab, 
the damage caused was reported to be 19% 
in grzpe by bank myna, 20% in guava 
by parakeet, 7.33% in almond and a total 
of 32.21% in peaches (Toor. 1982). 
Mehrotra and Bhatnagar (1979) gave an 
account of the damage caused to different 
fruits by various species of birds. Singh 
and Vashishtha (1995) observed a mean 
fruit loss of 13.2% in different cultivars 
of jujube. Date palm is a well established 
fruit tree of coastal Gujarat, and has been 
introduced recently in arid western 
Rajasthan. Very little information is 
avai lable  on bird damage and its 
management in this crop. This article 
presents the results of a study on vertebrate 
pest problem in Rajasthan. Dates ripen 
during June-July, a period when food 
availability is scarce. Pre-monsoon rains 
always pose impending danger of fruit 

deterioration by rot following the bird 
damage to berries. Covering the date 
bunches with iron wire gauge is a prevalent 
practice to protect them from bird damage. 
However, it is difficult to install or remove 
the wire guage without berry damage. 
Hence, studies were undertaken to explore 
the suitability of other covering materials. 

Materials and Methods 

Studies on bird damage and protection 
of ripening benies of cv. Halawy against 
bird damage by using protective cover- 
ings were undertaken at the Date Palm 
Research Centre, Bikaner, during 1989 by 
selecting palms of near-equal age. The 
following 6 protective covers were used 
at the pre-doka stage of fruits: payer bags 
(1 m2), nylon net green (19 nun- mesh), 
nylon net black (8 mm2 mesh), wire gauge 
(2 mm2 mesh), gunny bags 50-kg capacit Y and polyethylene bags 600-gauge (60 cm ). 
The protected fruit bunches were completely 
covered b y  the respective protective 










