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Demographic Changes in Different Agro-climatic Regions of Rajasthan 
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Abstract : This research paper establishes the relationship between spatial distribution of 
population with its demographic characteristics. Based on 1991 primary population census, 
significant variations exist in the density of population and population growth rate in different 
agro-climatic regions, viz., arid, transitional between arid and semi-arid, semi-arid, subhumid 
and humid regions. Proportion of main workers and marginal workers to total population 
in different agro-climatic regions has also been dealt with. Main findings of some denlograpic 
characteristics in the agro-climatic regions are depicted through two tables and three maps 
at 1:25,000,00 scale. 
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Area wise Rajasthan is the second largest 
state in India. According to the 1991 primary 
census its total population is 4.4 crore (abrmf 
5.2% of the total population of the count] 
It is worthwhile to have a knowledge about 
composition and characteristics of population 
the state. It helps to know the level of efficiency, 
degree of homogeneity and social environment, 
thus giving an idea of the people's involvement 
in various economic activities of the region. 
Relationship between climate and some 
demographic aspects in relation to work par- 
ticipation in both macro and micro units was 
also studied. 

Sen (1972a,b) classified and mapped the macro 
and micro ago-climatic regions showing their 
agro-climatic characteristics. Subsequently Sen 
and Gupta (1976) worked out agro-demographic 
characteristics in different agro-climatic regions 
in Rajasthan. Malhotra ef ul. (1983) worked out 
demographic changes (1971-1981) in different 
ago-climatic regions of Rajasthan. Therefore, 
an' attempt is made here to study the changes 
in density and decennial growth rate for 1981-91 
in the different agro-climatic regions. 

Materials and Methods 

The study is based on the analysis of 1991, 
1981 and' 1971 census data (Census of India, 

1981, 1991). The map of agro-climatic regions 
published by Malhotra et al. (1983) has been 
lased the base map. The data so collected 

ere compiled and three maps indicating density, 
:cennial growth rate and occupation structure 
' population in different districtslagro-climatic 

regions were prepared. 

Results and Discussion 

Cltartges i ~ t  dertsity of populatiort iit arid regiort 

The density of population in Rajasthan has 
increased from 100 persons km-2 in 3981 to 129 
persons km-2 in 1991. Density varies considerably 
within the macro and micro units and from district 
to district. Variation of density of population 
in different agro-climatic regions is shown in 
Fig. 1. 

Arid region : In the arid region as a whole 
(khatif rnonocropping), density of population . 

during 1991 was 50 persons km'2 which was found 
less than that of some of the districts in the 
region. Jodhpur (94 persons km-2) and Churu 
(92 persons km-2) were densely populated dis- 
tricts. These two districts have no comparison 
with districts like Jaisalmer (9 persons km-2) where 
agricultural conditions are not favourable. In 
Jaisalmer part of the area comes under hyper-arid 
zone where there is rare population. Concentra- 
tion of population has been possible where water 
















