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Educational aspirations provide students valuable insights that can inform educational
policies, improve career guidance, promote equitable opportunities leading to better
educational outcomes, and increase successin students’ future careers. This study examined
the educational aspirations of studentsin 2021 at Manipur University, India. A structured
interview schedule was designed, and data were collected from 160 students through
stratified random sampling from five Schools of studies of the postgraduate students of
the University. Students in the School of Human and Environmental Sciences showed the
highest Achievement Likelihood of Educational Aspiration Index (ALEAI). Study reveals
that the majority of the students wanted to pursue higher education. Students' primary
career advice was found to be their interests. Students were also motivated about their
career choice mainly by their parents support, followed by the influence of TV, radio,
social media, and other media. Students should also be encouraged and empowered to
decide on and stand for their right career. The study suggests that it is necessary to review
the influences, programmes, and different factors affecting students at all stages of their

education.

INTRODUCTION

Students are the most promising segment of the population
of a nation and their nourishment determines the development of
the community and nation as a whole. Study suggests that about
70 per cent of young people are optimistic about their career
prospects worldwide (Anonymous, 2017). Any person’s
achievement is mostly motivated by their aspirations. Many times,
lower/ weaker ambitions are cited as one of the causes of anyone's
inferior accomplishment, especially in children (Hari et al., 2022).
Ambition isaform of self-development, and individua performance
is affected by a desire to do well (Mali et a., 2015). It indicates
what a person wants to be in his future life, irrespective of the
limitations imposed by reality. Khanna (2009) defined aspiration
as the fantasy of an individual regarding a future occupation or
settlement. The ability to set goals and then pursue these goals
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is sometimes referred to by educators as students’ aspiration
Ahmed et al., (2017). Schaefer and Meece (2009), opined that
young people’s goals have a significant impact on their life
decisions. Academic aspiration refers to how realistically a person
sets educational goals given their physical and mental attributes as
well as their environment. Educational ambitions, which are
sometimes characterized asidealistic or practical, are said to pertain
to students' aims and plans within an academic context (Chow et
al., 2012). The educational purposes that an individual sets for
himself differ from one individual to another due to different
factors can significantly influence how students want to pursue
their education (Ghosh et a., 2021). Youth unemployment is a
global concern, attributed among other thingsto alack of appropriate
skills. It has been determined that education that is skill-focused
is an effective way to address the gap (Lekang et al., 2016; Modak
et a., 2018). However, studying educational aspirations among
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students provides valuable insights that can inform educational
policies, improve career guidance services, and promote equitable
opportunities, leading to better educational outcomes and increased
success in students' future careers. National Education Policy,
2020 is a progressive shift towards a more scientific approach to
education and if it is enforced in its true vision, the new education
structure can be brought which aim to develop creative potential,
skills, and analytical thinking which will be the need in the global
job market (Arun et a., 2020).

Integrated modes of learning, which combine education with
connections to business, hands-on learning, and the building of
social capital in the entrepreneurial field (Lekang et a., 2017),
appear to have an impact on how students evaluate, perceive, and
make decisions about the field of possibilities as well as the
direction of their lives after graduation (Yuan & Olivos, 2023). The
study was carried during 2020-2021 to analyze the educational
aspirations of the students of Manipur University. According to
the 2011 population census, the total literacy rate of Manipur is
76.94 per cent, the number of unemployed youths in Manipur
was 3,46,690 in 2018, which was registered in the state
employment exchange as per records of the Directorate of Labour
and Employment, and the Human Development Index (HDI) rank
of Manipur is 15th (0.696).

METHODOLOGY

Manipur, a state in north east India, was purposefully selected
due to the convenience of data collection and ease of communication
with the respondents. Manipur University, being the main
University of the state, was selected for the study as it has
diverse group of students from different backgrounds. Primary
data was collected from 160 Post Graduate Students of Manipur
University using stratified random sampling methods from five
Schools of studies, i.e., the School of Humanities (n=30), the
School of Human and Environmental Sciences (n=30), the School
of Social Sciences (n=50), the School of Life Sciences (n=24), and
the School of Mathematical and Physical Sciences (n=26), through
a semi-structured interview schedule.

Educational aspirations were measured using the Achievement
Likelihood of Educational Aspiration Index (ALEAI) which was
adopted by Haller & Miller (1963) and Bhanu (2006) were used
with slight modification to find out the level of attainment among
the students. Normalisation and the average score of confidence
were used to find out the ALEAI. After normalisation, based on
the respective ALEAI, scores between the ranges of 0 and 0.33
were regarded as low; scores between the ranges of above 0.33 and
0.67 were regarded as medium; and scores higher than 0.67 were
regarded as high. The Mann-Whitney U test and the Kruskal-
Wallis test were used to find relationships among different variables.

Table 1. Students continuing higher studies

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Educational aspirations of students

From Table 1, it was found that the majority of the students
(78.92%) wanted to pursue higher studies. The results showed that
most respondents had aspirations towards higher education among
different schools of studies: The School of Humanities (86.70%),
the School of Mathematical and Physical Sciences (84.6%), the
School of Life Sciences (80%), the School of Human and
Environmental Sciences (73.3%), and the School of Socia Sciences
(70%). The reason being that students compete for higher job
opportunities; higher studies indicate higher job opportunities.
Moreover, some students also wanted to continue their studies due
to family pressure and to gain higher social status. Currently, the
majority of the students are encouraged by their parents to study.
Students were attracted to several good career opportunities in a
competitive world that demands higher educational qualifications.

Students were asked on the reasons for wanting to continue
or discontinue education/pursuing higher studies, which islisted in
Table 2. The mgjority of the youth were continuing their education
to acquire a better career. Nowadays, youths are well aware of the
importance of education. Some of the reasons were that they plan
to study further because they like studying; higher studies would
help improve their social status; and they feel higher studies would
provide more and better job opportunities. A few reasons for
students wanting to discontinue their studies due to their financial
problems and family responsibilities: they are not interested in
studying further; they have no financial support to pursue further
studies; they are confident of their own capabilities and can do well
in jobs without further education. Lekang et al., (2016) found out
that a few students did not want to continue their studies because
they were not interested in studying further and family
responsibilities also make them work in order to support them.

From Table 3, it was found that parents support for education
seems high for all five ‘Schools of Study’. Jungen (2008) stated
that students’ educational choices had a big influence on their kids'
job decisions He al so revealed that work ethics, family values, and
gender stereotypes have been demonstrated to significantly influence
employment choice. Relationships between different ‘ Schools of
Studies’ with different demographic variables, viz. Gender (Male,
Female); Caste (UR, OBC, SC, ST); Year (1st Year, Fina Year);
Family type (Joint, Nuclear); Family size (5 or <5, >5); and
family occupation (Farming & Allied Activities, Government Service,
Private Service, Business), were presented in Table 4 with all five
‘Schools of Studies'.

School of humanities

It was found that females had more intent on continuing their
studies in the School of Humanities. Different variables like caste,
family, occupation, and family type show no significant difference

Response Hum (n=30) H&Env Sc. (n=30) S Sc. (n=50) L Sc. (n=24) M&PhySc. (n=26) Total (n=160)
No 13.3 26.7 30 20 15.4 21.08
Yes 86.7 73.3 70 80 84.6 78.92

Hum- School of Humanities, H& Env Sc.- School of Human and Environmental, S Sc.- School of Social Sciences, L Sc.- School of Life Sciences,

M&PhySc.- School of Mathematical and Physical Sciences
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Table 2. Reasons for continuing or discontinuing education/pursuing higher studies

Statement / Questions Response Hum H &EnvSc S L.Sc M &Phy.Sc
(%) (n=26) (n=22) (n=35) (n=24) (n=22)
Reasons for continuation of studies/ pursuing higher studies
| plan to study further because | like studying DA 10.3 33.3 15.4 - 15
NAND 10.3 4.2 7.7 - 25
AG 80.2 62.5 76.9 100 60
| have to study due to my family’s pressure DA 69 62.5 53.9 100 95
NAND 13.8 25.0 7.7 - -
AG 17.2 12.5 38.4 - 5
Higher studies would help improve my social status DA 6.8 20.8 26.9 18.8 5
NAND 20.7 16.7 - 12.5 10
AG 72.4 62.5 73.1 68.8 85
| am opting for studies as | have no other better options to do DA 65.5 62.5 50 93.8 70
NAND 20.7 20.8 23.1 6.3 10
AG 13.8 16.7 26.9 - 20
| feel higher studies would provide more and better job opportunities DA 27.6 20.8 3.8 - -
NAND 20.7 16.7 - - 40
AG 57.7 62.5 96.1 100 60
Reasons for discontinuation of studies/ pursuing higher studies
I am not interested in studies/ any further DA 40 85.7 40 44.4 -
NAND 30 14.3 20 22.2 50
AG 30 - 40 33.3 50
No financial support to pursue further studies DA 100 85.7 80 88.9 75
NAND - 14.3 - - 25
AG - - 20 11.1 -
There are no good schools/colleges in the nearby locality DA - 14.3 - 33.3 50
NAND 25 71.4 30 66.7 20
AG 75 14.3 70 - 30
Hardly anyone in our community study further DA - 42.9 50 11.1 -
NAND 50 28.6 20 22.2 -
AG 50 28.6 30 66.7 100
| am confident of my capabilities now and can do well in my DA 75 42.9 10 30 50
job without further education NAND 25 28.6 20 30 50
AG - 28.6 70 40 -

D-Disagree; NAND-Neither agree nor disagree; A-Agree

Table 3. Parents support to education Table 4. Relationship between different School of Studies with different
Parents support education (n=160) Yes (%) No (%) variables
Humanities 73 27 Educational aspiration Mean p-
Human and Environmental Sciences 77 23 Rank value
‘E’f’fc'a'SC_SC'E”C% Z; ‘3‘2 School of Humanities ~ Male 12.21 0.037*
Ime lences
Mathematical and Physical Sciences 71 29 (n=30) Female 18.60
Human & Environmental Male 18.87 0.036*
. - . . Sciences (n=30 Female 12.13
with continuing studies. Howard, 2003 also confirms that female ( ) Joint 1450 0.047%
. . " oin . .
students showed higher educational ambitions than male students.
Nuclear 8.79
Human and environmental sciences Life Sciences (n=24) Farming & Allied 4.83  0.039*
Males had more intent on continuing their studies, and students ACt'\_"“es
of joint family type show a significantly higher interest in continuing Serv!ce (Gévemmem) 7.00
their studies in the School of Human and Environmental Sciences. Service (Private) 19.50
Business 6.20

Other variables like caste, family occupation, and family type
show no significant difference, indicating interest in further studies. *p= p<0.05 there is a significant difference
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School of life sciences

Students whose family member works in the private sector
are more intent on continuing their studies in the School of Life
Sciences. The reasons include family pressure, social status, and
the fact that higher studies mean higher job opportunities.

School of social sciences

A significant difference was not found in any of the variables,
which means they are more or less similar with reference to
continuing the studies.

School of mathematical and physical sciences

In the School of Social Sciences, significant differences were
also not found in any of the variables, which mean they were more
or less similar with reference to continuing the studies.

Relationship among different demographic variables and all
the other variables taken for the study viz. Gender (Male, Female);
Caste (UR, OBC, SC, ST); Year (1st Year, Final Year); Family
type (Joint, Nuclear); Family size (5 or <5, >5); Family occupation
(Farming & Allied Activities, Government Service, Private Service,
Business) were presented in Table 5. It demonstrates that students
with working family members have much greater educational
aspirations than students with working family members in the
business sector. This suggests that students with family members
who are employed in the private sector were more motivated to
pursue their education since more education equals more
employment chances. Moreover, they want to continue their studies
due to family pressure and for higher socia status also. There is
more or less similarity in educational aspirations among students
with other variables, viz., Gender (Male, Female); Caste (UR,
OBC, SC, ST); Year (1st Year, Fina Year); Family type (Joint,
Nuclear); Family size (5 or <5, >5).

Different findings suggest that family education status, sex,
annual family income, landholding size, and academic performance
were positively correlated with aspiration (Daundkar et al., 2011).
Makkar (2010) found that urban students have higher educational
aspirations than students in rural areas. Daundkar et a., (2011)
found that lower socioeconomic status is associated with bigger

Table 5. Overall educational aspiration among all the students with
different variables

Educational aspiration (n=160) Mean rank p-value
Farming and allied activities 22.42
Service (Government) 35.17 0.049*
Service (Private) 54.06
Business 34.97

*p= p<0.05 there is a significant difference

goal disparities, or the distance between aspiration and performance,
than higher socioeconomic status. Tiwary (1995) stated a
tremendously significant difference in the level of aspiration of the
different community categories, i.e., lower category people was
superior in educational aspirations and upper category people
were inferior to all. Positive correlations between participation
outside of school and inside of it have been discovered by
researchers. A high level of competition and a dearth of decent
employment put individuals under strain. Numerous elements,
such as attitude, interests, ambition, familia influences, and financia
considerations, might affect a person’s decision to pursue a career
(Ojha, 2015 & Burnset al., 2023). Agricultural students have some
plans to settle down in specific career after getting degree. Magjority
of the students aspired to settle themselves in suitable positions
in any government departments. Remaning students were found to
be interested in starting their own farms, expressed their desire to
earn an income of more than Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 1,00,000 per month
(Arunachalam et al., 2020).

From Table 6, it was found that the ALEA index among
different studentsin the school of studiesfalls at a medium or high
level of ALEAI. The overall average mean Achievement Likelihood
of Educational Aspiration Index (ALEAI) is 0.7, which depicts
that students in general are likely to have high confidence in
attaining educational aspirations and are more positive towards
education and continuing studies. Bakar et al., (2002) stated that
the most of the students felt confident in obtaining an area for
further educational instruction or information. Moreover, a
significant difference was not found between Schools of Studies
or between any of the variables towards Achievement Likelihood
of Educational Aspiration (ALEA), i.e., students across streams
have been more or less similarly positioned with reference to the
likelihood of attaining their aspirations. Hari et al., (2022) aso
stated that aspiration is one of key factor influencing the youth's
educationa preference and, hence, should be examined in conjunction
with other factors to allow more logical and scientific approaches.

CONCLUSION

A primary reason for continuing their studiesis that they plan
to study further because they aspire to do so. A mgjority of the
students preferred agovernment job astheir primary career aspiration.
Job security isthe major factor determining whether students across
streamsaremore or lesssimilarly positioned concerning thelikelihood
of attaining their aspirations. Understanding educational Education
among studentsisimportant for understanding students' motivation
and guiding educational planning. Addressing achievement gaps,
career guidance, and counseling will hel p enhance student outcomes
in achieving their educational goals. Studying the educational
aspirations of studentsisessential for shaping effective educational

Table 6. Achievement likelihood of educational aspiration index (ALEALI)

ALEA-Index Hum (n=26) H&Env Sc. (n=22) S Sc. (n=35) L. Sc. (n=24) M&Phy.Sc (n=22)
Low (<0.33) 14 20 8 2 18
Medium (0.33-0.66) 38 26 36 13 25

High (>0.66) 48 54 56 85 57

Mean score 0.648 0.76 0.716 0.75 0.644

Overall mean score 0.703
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policies, providing appropriate guidance, and fostering a more
inclusive and supportive education system. By understanding
students’ goalsand challenges, academics and policymakers can work
together to create an environment where all students can thrive and
reach their full potential.
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