
1 HE PROJECT A BASIS FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING/LEARNING 

G. L. CARTER, JR .• 

,otential in the subject matter incorporated 
work with young peopl~ provides unique 

,rtunities for helping them reach their 
ntial. This contention is based on a 
lW of what is known about how young 
1le learn effectively : (1) through real-to-
ituations; (2) tlsrrough meaningful identifica-
' with adults; (3) through demonstrated 
tples of desirable behaviour by adults who 
npt to teach ; and ( 4) through the oppor-
jes inherent in the study of natural sciences 
other specific subject matter for helping 

1g people understand themselves and the 
i about them. 

1

1
uch a view of th~ basis fo_r ~ffective wotk 
young people evolves around 'the project 
It is the purpose of this article to explore 

project ideas in some detail-first, as a 
ts of getting across specific subject matter 
second, .. as a means of providing oppor-: 

y for personal development. The argu-s presented in this paper will be basep on 
inal experience and study and ori more 
a half-century of historical evidence on 

1se of the individual project in 4-H Club 
• ( a youth programme conducted by the 
ultural Extension Service of the U.S.A.). 

The Project Idea 

~e proj~t idea evolved . in the U.S.A. 
1gh the efforts- of ,formal ed.ucators. "As 
as 1828, the teacher of a boarding school 
11tler County, Ohio..... allotted parcels 
nd to his students and had them grow 
.cucumbers, radishes, tomato~s, shrubbery, 
lowers. ~hese boys of club ag~ were 
pg by doing under the $timulus of com-
tn, just as do the club boys of today. "1 

'. Libe~ Hyde Bailey, Cornell naturalist, 
od to counteract the id.ea that learning 

must be about remote things. He wanted to 
convince rural boys and girls that scho]arship 
began in their backyards, in the grass underf oof, 
the tree that shaded the house, and the crops 
that grew in the fields. He used to say, 'there 
is as much culture in the study of beet roots as 
in the study of Greek roots'."i 

The use of the term "project" in the field 
of formal education came into popular usage 
just prior to 1920, as witnessed bythe number 
of books on the topic published , about that 
time.3 Writing in 1920, Stevenson4-·sta'.ted that, 
historically, the word "project" had been used 
for many years in business and in some specia-
lized forms of education with rather • vague 
meaning. However, he stated that it had been 
accepted more recently by the United States 
Department of Agriculture as an outline plan 
for carrying out a piece of cooperative work. 

.. Project" was defined and described by 
these early writers in various ways. Branom 
stated that : 

The. project is concerned with four closely 
related parts. Four factors are related 
to the development of the child through 
the project method : (a) the macrocosm, 
or general world of knowledge; (b) the 
personal world of the child; ( c) the move-
ment of the child from his own world 
further into the larger world; and, ( d) 
the personal world of the child after he 
has met the new situation. 6 

Stevenson defined project· as "a problematic 
act carried to completion in its natural 
setting." He elaborated the definition by noting 
that : 

(a) there is implied an act carried to complo-
tion as over against the passive absorpt-
tion of information; (b) there is insistance 

a,e _Professor, Agricultural & ·Extension Education National Agricultural Extension Centre for Advanced 
Umversity of Wiscosin, Madison, Wisconsin. • • 
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av~rage d1screp,rncy 

bet-
o 

. • ,oret1cal proporttons and the observed 
know

ledge. 
, . 

. 
ons. 

The test confirm
s the validity of 

T
b 

l 
. 

. 
~.in

ten
ts as relating to a psychological 

ese cone us1ons are an 
.. ,.,, .. , 

_ . 
.. , 

conclusions arrived at by Tyler in a 
• 

.t 
, , 

, " 
1. 

retention of know
ledge in term

s of. 
iJ

 D
iscu~ion 

o
f i_~orm

ation studioc!. 
H

e 
. .,, 

ija.._dicates the preference of s~b-
pos1tions 

(1) that .•!. inform
atioll 

t social values tow
ards farm

ing 
course 

which 
was 

seldom
 

D
 

, 
• ative distances w

ithin the values 
would 

in . general be forgo.tu,&11 
•• ged in term

s of a preferential 
and (2), that • on the oth~. . . 

· w
ork, f am

ilism
, traditionlism

 

D
ue to this particular fram

e of reference, ho 
still tends to feel that liesure has no place in 
farm

ing in 
India 

and 
that any 

program
m

e 
that em

phasizes leisure cannot have taken all 
the 

occupational 
hazards 

of Indian 
farm

ing 
into 

consideration, 
with 

the 
result 

that tho 
average farm

er 
here tends 

to equate leisure 
w

ith idleness. 

2. 
Fam

ilism
 

. ., . 1tudcnts w
ho personally· ow

nod livo-
Jiad bighor ·total retention scores than 

~ni.ng nono~ 
Tliis held true for reten-

which Q
all bo,. com

m
only ~R li, 

upy the highest rungs in that 
L

-ftt'M
llftin

m
1 

0
~ 

1a•A1 ·, .. ~.c 
1 . 

, security .and .leisure occupy 
;'hi~~:f~ ~

ft •• ...,.' 
R

n
.u

~
S

H
\i1

~
$

 an 

The 
gregariousness 

of the 
Indian 

farm
er 

has been stressed by sociologists, anthropologists 
and others who have had a chance to observe 
his m

ode of life and philosophy. 
Som

e w
riters 

have even 
gone to 

the extent of describing 
urban 

gregariousness 
as a 

congre~ation of 
num

bers 
w

hereas 
rural 

gregariousness 
is 

a 
com

m
union 

of 
personalities. 

ln 
the 

rural 
areas there is a great deal to ~hare-disappoint-
m

ents, hopelessness of the future, 
the present 

struggle 
against 

a hostile 
environm

ent. 
and 

things 
of 

this 
kind. 

A
lthough 

the 
Indian 

farm
er 

congregates at m
eeting places in the 

villages, it is not there that he unburdens him
-

self of his d
-
~
·
 

He m
eets other farm

ers 
aJ t}lc _ID\ifp 

~
e
 t~

 of. entertainm
~nb 

,r facts and figures and science and tech-
'• but not for problem

 solving . 
to ho. iotai-6.., •

• 
that 

in 
teats • ---· 

given facts, lb-. 
'··:·,." 

to. -
-
~

 
oxpraenco 

u,ili&Ju -
' 

I 
tr,, 

1ose m
term

m
able evenings 

• • 1g operations :on hand. 
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t •,n the day to day conduct of 
values. 
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en 
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• 
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w
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f 
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affa,~s. 
vt en~

 
h' 

l m
odel of the farm

yard 
vocation 

are 
em

phaa~ . 
. 

ram
~ ~-fi r~~e~!'ce w1hch 

better farm
m

g practices ha:, a greater chance 

despite the patnarc ,ca 
. 

. 
' . 

. .1:Z 
, , ,varaou~ 

r:u~r.tions 
that' 

of • success. 
f 

•1 • 
the w

om
en have a defim

te say m
 the 

they doscnbo .F
r:to

l!M
 

, u; 
~•-• 

•-
1 
·"
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)
., 

,.-.J... 
,. 
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.• 
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•• 

• ._1 
, 
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, ,es, 

d 
• 

th 
t 

t 
l 
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' 
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• 

im
portant decisions that are ~o be m

a e m
 

e 
an 

Va ues tow
ar . , . • a 

· •· '· •J 
• 

• • 
'
'
 

• JJ' • .•:.v 
Sum

m
ary 

hom
e. 

A
nd children, especially the 

~ucated 
n~t far fetc~ed. to ,s~y 

, 
. 

. 
.,.,., ... , The results of m

any research projects both 

ones, have been know
n to be able to m

tluen~ 
3:1r, 

gregari~usn~s, _ 
Security ~o the penultn~•~e 

1n India and abroad have pin-pointed the im
-

decisions one w
ay 

or 
anoth~r. 

Psychoan~lyt1-
hsm

 all ~end to, gd 
. 

prov~ .~un~f to
1 IM;. ~~JSt~: .. portance of sociologic~I factors as 

detennin-

cally 
oriented 

anthropologists 
~ave,. pointed 

related .. va~ues~ 1 T
his • ex 

8. full a
w

a
~

 o
f.• ~!I~ ,, .Jlants of change-behaviour. 

_The present study 

out that the w
arm

th of the fam
ily circle bas 

am
ply proved oy thb ·fto i 

w
ith the n~tural ~•~mttaes, 

w
as 

~ndertaken 
to 

determ
m

e 
the 

hierarchy 

helped the Indian farm
e; to w

eather the hope-
tion. 

, of CSSC'1t~l facditi• ,and , of ,SO
C

to-~ycholo~l val~es adopted 
by 

the 
bl 

h 
f 

'th 
t . , ·: , . -, :1 

ons, _the farm
er, know

s 
the 

,.farm
ers 

m
 

D
elhi 

territory. 
The 

sam
ple 

less °:ature of the pro 
em

s 
e 

aces 
W

I 
ou ' 

S. 
Scienficism

 
occupati?n· :_He realises that.; (N

-IJS
) w

as draw
n by the 

i,tratified random
 

breaking dow
n altogether. 

I?r, Spencer H
atch 

. 
. . 

. 
e security either for now

 or 
sam

phng 
techniques 

from
 

nine 
villages 

of 

(1947) has pointed out that poverty an~ fear~ 
Scienttc1sm

 ~1th an • 
• in 

farm
ing. 

A
nything m

ight ,. K
.anjhaw

ala 
Block .. The 

paired 
com

parison 

of extinction are the driving forces behm
d all 

rather an am
biguous p 

, . thing w
hich w

ould be left to ·.', ~cchnique w
as used to study the preferences, 

sorts of co-operative efforts. 
Judged in ·th.is 

values. 
T

he _fact that it 
.· _. 

~ree~om
. 

U
nder these_ circ1.m

s• _· am
~n~ 

eight 
~

a
l 

values. 
By 

appropriate 

context and in the light of w
hat has been· said 

~ba!1 econom
ics, security 

face a h~gh value. on secun_ty w
ould 

stat1st1cal 
_tcchm

ques 
these 

preferenc~ 
w

ere 

before, 
the 

excessive 
fam

ilial 
attachm

ent 
of 

indicate that farm
ers are De21Dnini 

_:Jr,ustratlon an~ hfe-lo!'g discontent •. conve~
. anto _scale valu~ arra~gcd m

 or~er 

the farm
er m

ay be far from
 being entirely dis-

benefib • of scientific 
farm

in 
81 

g .a.)~w value on_ secunt~ the farm
er 

of their d1m
ens1ons. 

The fi_nal hierarchy w~1ch 

int 
tcd 

pow
er 

to 
im

prov 
th • 

1 g 
_lis his peace of m

m
d. 

, , .. _ •. 
;< .< 

• . ~m
erged as a result of this _study apporti?ns 

ores 
• 

. , 
e 

e1r 
ot. 'Ibi. 

im
portance to these values m

 the follow
m

g 
T

n4itionalism
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1 
m

fea~ th~fit ~be ~arm
er has a goodrg-et.-11 ,s-),;' • 

, .,;, 
r, 1

• 
, 

-, 
, 

; 
, 

order, the first one denoting the m
ost preferrea 

o 
sc1enh c 1arm

m
g, but only that in.. 

. . 
. 

. 
. 

. 
value 

:-
• • • 

. . 
. 

. 
contact w

ith the IA
R

I extension-iarm
er w

ho places a high prem
ium

 on . 
,t 1s an b1stoncal fact that cultures handed 

created 
certain types 

f 
\rk cannot but relegate the value Leisure ; 

from
 father to son ~ithout records of 

the scale again • t 
.11 

aw
are:ast position. 

The H
ard W

 ~rk as he 
except the m

em
orial ones, tend to be 

. 
. .1 

w~ 
_seen 

t 
does not allow

· the co-existence of 
This 

can 
be 

explained 
perhaps 

occupies a positive d1m
en~1on as opt l1. 

has already 
been m

etnioned that 
.g learning theory .. ln

 the absence 
la~t th~~ values d.~lt .w1~h ~l~~-a~e fa~m

er tends to equate leis~r~ w
ith 

lbols w
hich can adequately convey 

6. 
J E

conom
ics 

._,'·; 
, 

1 
, 

1 , •• 
Agam

,. we_ find here a reahstlc ap-
points of a 

lt 
th 

1 
• 

. 
. 

, 
>f the s1tuat1on. 

W
ere he to place a 

--
t 

d 
t t~u ~reta 

e 
rrnm

g 
·'' T

he low
 ranking of econom

ics m
ium

 on leisure, it w
ould m

ean either 
0 a op 

e s_ ra 
gem

 O
 

ov~r-
be interpreted • under 

tw
o 

~\application on the field or the search 
pr~edcnt. for~ettang •. !h

e . Indian 
w

ith, the traditional farm
er does ~r 

occupations. 
The 

form
er 

w
ould 

.• m
 

m
 

h~s trad1t1onahsm
 on 

have a 
lanned econom

 
in the ~nom

ic disaster w
ith the type of farm

-
his 

overlearm
ng 

of the cul~ur~l 
alw

ays !eighs the outp~ts againstarr_ies out and the tatter the bartering 
norm

s. . A
n~ther 

as pee.. 
of 1t 

1s 
. 

f the land 1 • his • freedom
'. • Both th~s~ courses of 

farm
er w

ith bis lack of literacy and hl. ter'!18h of mgho!1ey. 
1 t 

f lfil bisre abhorrent to the trad,ttonal farm
er. 

of cultural 
stereotypes tends 

to 
m. w

it 
enou 

_crops 
bow:h9ice 9f hard w

ork m
eans the choice 

attitude of reliance on 
anything 

he 1s not . m
uch m

~
r~

t 1 m
 

n itst evil' in his circum
stances. 

1
..~

 
h' to · 

11 
h 

ded. 
he can earn 

A
nd 1t 1s a so see 

• 
1 

• 
• • 

• • 
, 

.. , 

~
1

 
1s 

nca y 
an 

dow
n. 

" 
f 

notl 
in this light, traditionalism

· 
not 

m
er has no clear concep~ o 

-
attitude because it is the acce 

of the m
~netary value m

volv 
• 

1 . : I 
l 

-l'"~
f. 

,
,
,
 

of the 
interpretations 

presented 
''tkfb'. that m

any of the innovations 

l. H
ard w

ork 
2. Fam

ilism
 

: l _., 
.\ 

3. Traditionalism
 

4. Freedom
 

5. Scienticism
 

6. Econom
ics 

~
~

.1
;1

••'•··' 
' 

7. Security 
8. Leisure 

!<>Yen norm
s and practices as a 

• P-
m

ay sell his gram
 so that _he m

ay b 
·1on w

hich h
ti not had the :n:! 

sities of life, it is essentially a!cu 
:ted over scores or . hundreds of 

cause he does _not usual~y 
·.tive farm

ing thus has becom
e m

ore 
as a result of his trans~c!!t'~'\ 

,Cession; it is a w
ay of life, a proven 

verts the. ~oney ~:b~m
 

H 1 0 
./. 

, 
'. 

, 
• : 

.. _ . 
, ._ 

com
m

od1ttes •. •n
-i'im

i;J 
. 

, 
: • 

l 
•. 

-
farm

er, not as m
easures which 

is security and econom
ic posi-.. 

1ms w
hich w

ould barter away 
and traditionalism

 all cherish-. 
farm

er's fram
es of reference. ' 

1s to bo clear; if plans can be 
. do not 

disturb the social 

The low 
ranking of the value econom

ics 
has 

been 
interpreted 

in tenns of the losing 
battle the farm

er wages against environm
ental 

forces and also in term
s of his being a passive 

observer of other people getting rich on his 
labour. 

This 
attitude 

is 
seen 

as 
a 

defence 
m

echaniism
 to overcom

e his frustration. 
The 

high values given to hard w
ork, fam

ilism
, tra-

ditionalism
 and freedom

 have to be interpreted 
w

ithin the fram
es of reference which the fanner 

has found to be ideally suited to contain at\ 
these values and to reconcile his lot w

ith hazards 
of farm

ing in India. 
It has therefore been suggeste<l that drives 

tow
ards adoption of im

proved farm
 practices 

stand a chance of being successful only in so 
far as these program

m
es are able to incorpo-

rate ~
tio

n
a
l values which the farm

er 
l
~

 to. 
Program

m
es which em

-
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"
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,
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ri·.~n~. "
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,rvers, 
w

hatever 
their. calling 

or 
peoplcf thriving' dn _tho 

bit 
_,, are ,agreed -~erhaps _on this 

point 
m

or 
rem

ains 
poor . 

. farm
er s prof ess10~ by 1ts very nat\lre, 

and tho taM\OJl .\JAft,. 
:or freedom

 of ch01~ as also of action. 
tbo f

~
 

• 
• ... 

~ 
"
"
-

1r thoreforo chenshes this value· as 
t11a om,~ 

l0 far-

and seek to introduce values 
JCCUrity as adjuncts stand a 
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