T1HE PROJECT :

A BASIS FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING/LEARNING

G. L. CARTER, JR.*

‘otential in the subject matter incorporated
work with young people provides unique
yrtunities for helping them reach their
ntial. This contention is based on a
w of what is known about how young
le learn effectively : (1) through real-to-
ituations; (2) through meaningful identifica-
- with adults; (3) through demonstrated
iples of desirable behaviour by adults who
apt to teach ; and (4) through the oppor-
ies inherent in the study of natural sciences
other specific subject matter for helping
g people understand themselves and the
i about them.

:
uch a view of the basis for effective work

‘young people evolves around the project

It is the purpose of this article to explore
project ideas in some detail—first, as a
s of getting across specific subject matter
second, ‘as a means of providing oppor-
y for personal development. The argu-
s presented in this paper will be based on
nal experience and study and on more
a half-century of historical evidence on
ise of the individual project in 4-H Club
(a youth programme conducted by the
ultural Extension Service of the U.S.A.).

The Project Idea

1 project idea evolved in the U.S.A.
gh the efforts of formal educators, “As
as 1828, the teacher of a boarding school
itler County, Ohio.... allotted parcels
nd to his students and had them grow
cucumbers, radishes, tomatoes, shrubbery,
lowers. These boys of club age were
ag by doing under the stimulus of com-
in, just as do the club boys of today.””

. Liberty Hyde Bailey, Cornell naturalist,
ed to counteract the idea that learning

must be about remote things. He wanted to
convince rural boys and girls that scholarship
began in their backyards, in the grass underfoot,
the tree that shaded the house, and the crops
that grew in the fields. He used to say, ‘there
is as much culture in the study of beet roots as
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in the study of Greek roots’.

The use of the term ‘“‘project” in the field
of formal education came into popular usage
just prior to 1920, as witnessed bythe number
of books on the topic published about that
time.? Writing in 1920, Stevenson? stated that,
historically, the word “project” had been used
for many years in business and in some specia-
lized forms of education with rather -vague
meaning. However, he stated that it had been
accepted more recently by the United States
Department of Agriculture as an outline plan
for carrying out a piece of cooperative work.

and described by
Branom

“Project” was defined
these early writers in various ways.
stated that :

The project is concerned with four closely
related parts. Four factors are related
to the development of the child through
the project method : (a) the macrocosm,
or general world of knowledge; (b) the
personal world of the child; (c) the move-
ment of the child from his own world
further into the larger world; and, (d)
the personal world of the child after he
has met the new situation.®

Stevenson defined project as ‘“‘a problematic
act carried to completion in its natural
setting.” He elaborated the definition by noting
that :

(a) there is implied an act carried to comple-
tion as over against the passive absorpt-
tion of information; (b) there is insistance
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gramme might have upon the »Bawiou
d retention of learning in vocational agricul-
¢ classwork (as measured by pre-test, post-
t, and retention test). He selected a livestock
oject as the enterprise for study. The study
s conducted with a random selection of 40
the 280 high school vocational agricultural
partments in Wisconsin, involving the entire
phomore classes (449) boys within these de-
"partments. The relationship of ownership
od experience with livestock upon the acquisi-:
on and retention of information covered in

:ooo._an% a._&.a..g_?asowia exa-
ined. _ \ X

Acquisition

Christensen found tha
ownership of livestock
ition scores than tho
have had such lives

t students with personal
had higher total acqui-
se who may or may not
tock on the home farm, but

odge in terms of (a)
science and technology,

ents who personally’ owned Jiye.
higher total retention scores tha
none. This held Sty

SRR

ey

y : true for reten.
facts and figures and science and tech.
. but not for problem solving, e
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. after
ave to work
ooy S0 by sheer physical effort
Smnﬂ :.o effects of the vagaries of the weather
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values are arranged j i ith i s
v GRG0t st e
It appears from the fing, g obtained the scale values of the Work cannot be divorced from each other,,
= e A b a_o,ao_w on a least to most fayourable psy- Due to this particular frame of reference, he
Sl extent of infiuente 4@l continuum, an ) consistency  Still tends to feel that liesure has no place in
s acquisition and reters, applied. This check involyes deter- farming in India and that
may be difficult to measure coneluit ¢ Well the observed or

e empirical pro-
PRBE G gree with those to be expected in

over, the results of this well plany 28 e . .

executed study suggest that the o our derived scale values. The absolute

€pancy was —0.033,

OWN or experience something
the opportunity to practise or

,8:__..»._ consistency is _satisfactory as
influence ition the low average discrepancy bet-
ws%ignoc oth the 8oqusitio ~ soretical proportions and the observed

The test confirms the validity of

1S as relating to a psychological
il e

Di R
icates the preference of sub-
t social values towards farming
ative distances within the values
ed in terms of a preferential
- work, familism, traditionlism
Cupy the highest rungs in that

rity and leisure occupy

S0 ﬂ—.w

: 3 a0y - programme
that emphasizes leisure cannot have taken aj}
the occupational hazards of Indian farming
Into consideration, with the result that the
average farmer here tends to equate leisure
with idlengss. X
2. Familism

The gregariousness
has been stressed b
and others who h

of the Indian farmer
Yy sociologists, anthropologists
ave had a chance to observe
his mode of life and philosophy. Some writers
have even gone to the extent of describing
urban gregariousness as a congrenation of
numbers whereas rural gregariousness is a
communion of personalities. In the  rural
areas there is a great deal to share—disappoint-
ments, hopelessness of the future, the present
struggle against a hostile environment, and
things of this kind. Although the Indian
farmer congregates at meeting places in the
yillages, it is not there that he unburdens him-
self of i He meets other farmers
a. type of entertainments
interminable evenings
g operations on hand.
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Jut it is to the family he turns for advice and
ncouragement in the day to day 8_.a=2 of
affairs. Evidence has been forthcoming that
despite the patriarchical model of the farmyard
families, the women have a definite say in the
important decisions that are to be made in the
home. And children, especially the educated
ones, have been known to be able to influence
decisions one way or another. Psychoanalyti-
cally oriented anthropologists :»ﬁsuo_naon
out that the warmth of the family circle has
helped the Indian farmer to weather the hope-
less nature of the problems he faces without /
breaking down altogether. Dr. Spencer Hatch
(1947) has pointed out that poverty and fear~
of extinction are the driving forces behind all
sorts of co-operative efforts, Judged in this
context and in the light of what has been- said
before, the excessive familial attachment of

the farmer may be far from being entirely dis-
interested.

3.

.
L))

> Prevent forgetting, The Indian
ngrained in his traditionalism on
. s overlearning of the cultural
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with, the traditional farmer d Ceup; :
have a planned economy in the sonomic ammumﬁmq ,,_u:_ pEAtpeTof fur
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€ can earn, : .
mer has no clear concept of econor
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sy, The results of ma
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better farming practices ha, a greater chance

of ' success.
ek oS )
Summary

ny

. research projects both
in India and abroad have pin-pointed the im-

portance . of sociological factors as determin-
.. mants of change-behaviour. The present study

ine the hierarchy

importance to these val
order, the first one den

oting the most preferrea
value — ¥y

1. Hard work Lo

2. Familism R T

3. Traditionalism

4. Freedom

5. Scienticism

~ s ). ©

6. Economics i

7. Security

8. Leisure {

The low ranking of the value economics
has been interpreted in terms of the losing
battle the farmer Wages against environmental
forces and also in terms of his being a passive
observer of other people getting rich on his
labour. This attitude is seen as a defence
mechaniism

to overcome his frustration,
high values given to h

ditionalism and freedo
within the frames of r
has found to be ide:
these values and to r
of farming in India.

The
ard work, familism, tra-
m have to be interpreted
eference which the farmer
ally suited to contain all
econcile his lot with hazards

It has therefore been suggested that drives
towards adoption of improved farm practices
stand a chance of being successful only in so
far as these programmes are able to incorpo-
ra itional values which the farmer
t0. Programmes which em-
Bet and seek to introduce values

@ security as adjuncts stand a
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