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Introduction :

It has now been widely recognised that if
a dent has to be made in the agricultural pro-
duction, the most important step that needs to
be taken is the training of farmers in better
methods of cultivation. It is the farmer alone
who can increase the yield per acre. Thus it
is obvious that if increased production has to
be obtained, the farmer himself must ' be
taught and shown the latest improved
techniques and practices. With this objective
in view, a number of training programmes for

the farmers have been initiated during the last .

two to three years, under the auspices of the
Ministrv of Food and Agriculture, namely

1. Specialised E.wmaam. of selected progres-
sive farmers in agriculture and allied
fields.

2. Training of progressive farmers in the
Intensive Agricultural District Programme
and Intensive Agricultural Areas, Blocks.

3. Training of farmers in the non-intensive
arcas. 1

4, Exchange of farmers within the country.

m.u.ammnmnwoﬂwmb.:icaoﬂmnmmlo:_»cnw_
production. : :

6. Association of am:cm—nn_“_no_..w. distributors
and importers of agricultural inputs with
the training of farmers.

Besides these, certain training programmes
have also been undertaken by some of the State
Governments on their own initiative,

A brief account and the salient features of
the programmes mentioned above and the

up-to-date progress made thereunder is as
follows:—

dership in the field of agriculture.
ﬂno—_.nn._i: "M.amvnom_.owm could not be maintained
%n_au such a training was :._...Eon:m:m_w
“available to them at the Extension Train-
Institutions, Agricultural Colleges and
ament Farms which had sufficient ex-
ce and facilities at their disposal. Keep-
e in view, the scheme was further revised
de opportunitites for training of 1,20,000
“during the Third Plan period.

(A) Programmes undertaken by
. ment of India.

1. Specialised Training of sele

nt features of the scheme :
(a) Introduction : salient features of the scheme are as
e scheme is to be operated at 100
k Training Centres, Agricultural
Government Agricuitural and Poultry
there adequate facilities for a practical
‘training, meeting the requirements of
s, are available. :

In the Annual Conference of
Development held in July, 1959 i
mended that one to two per cent
trained in Development Blocks
1957 should be provided with facil
training. It was felt that this
make the active and enthusiastic
more useful and serviceable. !
came up for further discussion ip
Conference on Community [i§
held in June, 1960 at Srinagar.
it was recommended that arrangms
made for higher training of Gy
Accordingly a scheme to prova
training to 50,000 selected
Sahayaks) was prepared by the
Extension in consultation with th
Community Development EEn__,_,
proved by the Planning Commig

each Centre, 10 courses of 10-15 days
each are to be organised, each batch
g of about 40 farmers. Thus, at all
entres, 40,000 farmers will be trained

he content of these courses is to be

erest and requirements of the parti-
of progressive farmers.
organised in special subjects such as
ndry, including improved crop vari-
ved agricultural practices like green
and - fertilizers application, fruit

able growing, farming methods lead-
It was later felt that the sch

create the desired impact on A
duction programmes in the fiel
up in a small way to provide trag

50,000 selected farmers in 1 < :

ed agricultural implements, plant
measures, livestock management etc.

ter and soil conservation, operation -
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4. The entire training is to be organised
through group discussions, field practicals and
demonstrations. There will not be any scope
in this training for theoretical talks which the

farmer cannot easily understand and utilise
in his day-to-day farming operations. In order
to make its impact directly on agricultural

production, it has been emphasised that the
specialists in the Agricultural Department,
the field officers and the progressive farmers
should actively be associated in discussing and
threshing out the problems and in suggesting
practical solutions to the difficulties faced by
z._o?ﬂ:nqmm:.rnmo_a.

5. During the course of training, the farmers
are to be provided free board and lodging. The
farmers coming from longer distances will be
paid travelling allowances also.

. 6. The scheme provides for a non-recur-
ring expenditure of Rs. 27,000/- per institution

. for construction of improvised dormitory type

locally taking into consideration the

The courses

&

of residential accommodation and purchase
of furniture and utensils.

. 1. Italso provides the nucleus staff consit-
ing of an Officer-in-charge and a Field Assis-
tant to help the institutional staff in operating
this programme smoothly. The annual recur-
ring cost is estimated at Rs. 19,000 per Centre.

(c) Progress :

This scheme has been accepted in principle
by practically all the State Governments. Tho
States and the number of Centres where pro-
gramme has actually started are as under :

Progress in Various States

was considered appropriate that radesh
of progressive farmers might be L agtp
fold of this programme as the
programme had not so far been
big way. This was a necessary#
training programme for expi
With the level of growth of
sion and community developm
blems emerzing from the field,
tial that a supplementary
was created in the villages by w
training to those who were
in adopting improved agricultu

, Pradesh |
shtra
1al Pradesh

SmOammpn—NS

~ Total

(=]
w
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Under the 4th Five Year Plan proposals,
itis planned to extend this training programme
to 200 additional Centres thereby providing
training to four hundred thousand farmers.

2. Training of progressive farmers in the Inten-
sive Agricultural District Programme and Inten-
sive Agricultural Areas, Blocks :

A training programme of short duration for
the farmers in the Intensive Agricultural Dis-
trict Programme and Intensive Agricultural Area,
Blocks has also been started. The salient
features of the programme are as under :

(1) Training is imparted to a limited number
of willing farmers in specific jobs which
they have to perform at a particular time
in their fields to step up production.

_(b) The wvenue of training is decided accor-
ding to local conveniences. The holdings
of progressive farmers are also taken up
as sites.

(c) The duration of training varies from 1
to 3 days depending on the subject matter
and the time available to the farmers in
a particular season.

(d) Each batch generally consists of 15
farmers and they are drawn from neigh-
bouring villages at the rate of about
three farmers from each village.

(e) Since the trainees are drawn from the
nearby villages, no specific arrangements
for their board and lodging are made.
However, light refreshments and meals
are provided according to the duration of
training.

Progress :

This training programme has been taken up
in all the Intensive Agricultural District Pro-
gramme and Intensive Agricultural Area Dis-

tricts and is being implemented on a regular

n-
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ve tres are situated. Thore has

: Yo
agricultural areas, blocks., In .
it may be mentioned that there ge, S°M . 1so under this programme
blocks which are not 8.._»_.%&8_””3_”3__, _ ouraging Sﬂmm.waan have already _uoan n_.,ﬂ_hm
programmes so far. This program e aﬁuoa these €ncouraging resu m.> e
implemented on a phased basis, T & \ sed beon extended to_Intensive ; m_

. . i __Ummioﬂ programme districts an n-

4. Exchange of Farm Leaders within ghe _ >mﬂ. icultural Areas.

The scheme envisages .. and
of an B e the manufacturers, _BE:MM e

an  opportunity to interes
to visit the farms of outstanding farme,

with them for a fortnight as their gucsts 1 &
the farm planning and farm operatigy

Assoclting. _o jrultural inputs in the

< rributors :
s ;waa@ of farmers : .
Iro it is envisaged to

. 1 ot ﬂomﬂﬁa_ﬂh . 5
out and to acquire skills in any specife c.an_,&hw_w._%pn_.m&na? importers and dis-
the visiting farmers’ choice, being pragy sociate of agricultural inputs 1n the training
the farm of the host family. In the ! cm_ﬂhsa of farmers to intensify the training

and to expend it wherever it
ossible: 5 is programme, oE._urPM;m
wma on the handling of wmm_oEEn“__ imple-
ments, Plant protection materials and equip-
2_8. and judicious use of —.o._‘:—soa. ,H._.EEmmm
| be imparted to farmers it selected specific
jects and the existing training programme
be made more effective and practical by
Bvailing of the materials and manpower avail-
ble with these private organisations whose
jective is also to enable the farmers to use
sctively the modern agricultural inputs.

stages, it is proposed to have this g
within the State and after gaining wwmah
ence, the exchange will be extended to nei
ing States. The original idea was to &
the farmers for a duration of two pgd
but in view of the discussions held With 3
State Governments, it has been decided tg g

the duration to 15 days. Under this
about 2,000 farmers will be exch ged |
year. During the current year which is fhe
year of the implementation of the progry
1,190 farmers are expected to take ady
of this programme. Last year 420
were exchanged. : [B) Farmers’ training programmes, undertaken
the State Government.

Apart from the various training programmes,
being undertaken under the auspices of the
Ministry of Food and Agricultural, certain
State Governments have also formulated mas-
Sive training programmes for the farmers.
The salient features of these programmes being
undertaken in the State of Punjab ,Maharash-
tra and Orissa are as under :—

S. Training of Farm
Production : -

_ Women share a number of farm ope
with men. Seed selection, storage,
behind the plough, dibbling and planting, &
irrigation, weeding and cleaning of grins &
lection and storage of manures, and hosl
other farm operations are mainly carried g
by women, Feeding cattle, looking afle |
calf and the cow, maintenance of milh o
and poultry keeping are usually the job
women. In an Indian society the
is the custodian of the tradition and
changes her attitude, no improvement cao
carried out either on the farm or al
Therefore, training of farm wom
more important, is as important
training of farmers. In order to
end, a programme to train farm
been .n«m,s.w up :umoom éwwm
women are being trained in agri
tion. The scheme has been introdu 1 A unique feature of thes aini 1

ocks in which the Gramsevak .wﬂwﬁzn.s.w of service &mmr._..“m".__ﬁ_moﬂm_:_ﬂ:m

It a highly useful activity. In these

ie.:a.._ in Agrimy

Puanjab ;

The Punjab State has organised service-
eum-education training camps of the farmers
@t the rate of one in each Gramsevak circle.
hese camps are of one day’s duration. They
are organised well in advance of each crop
peason. The Block Development Officers and
mq,_nc_::.m. Extension Officers participate in
H1€se camps and impart training to the farmers

and there is .
= not muc
training, h expense involved on
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camps posters on package of practices of major
crops are displayed. Besides, various produc-
tion requisites like fertilisers and seeds packed
in handy bags, improved implements, different
kinds of pesticides etc. are also Exhibited.
After the training, the farmers before they dis-
perse, procure fertilizers, seeds etc. according
to their requirements. This saves their time
which would otherwise have been wasted in
travelling long distances to purchase production
requisites. These camps have made a tremen-
dous impact on the adoption of imporved
practices by the farmers of Punjab. The salient
features of the entire training programme in
Punjab are :

{. Punjab has a training progrmme for
farmers at State level, district level, block
level and village level.

2. The training is imparted in agriculture
and allied fields depending upon the re-
quirements of the particular batch of
trainees.

3. The duration of training at the state level
is one month whereas the training at the
district level is for a week and at the
block level for 1 to 2 days.

4. The strength of the trainees in a batch
varies from 40 to 50 farmers.

5. During the course of training, the far-
mers are provided with free board and
lodging and the expenditure is met by the
State Government.

6. Under this programme 400 to 500 far-
mers are being trained per block per
year.

2. Maharashtra
The training envisaged is of two types,
(a) Training of farmers through peripatetic
training camps.
(b) Short vocational courses on important
crops.

As regards the training of farmers through
peripatetic teams, there are two units in each
district. Each unit holds four camps in various
parts of the district every month. Thus during
the period of six months (from April to June
and October to December) about twenty four
camps are organised by each unit. In each
course about 50 farmers are admitted thereby
providing training to 2,400 farmers in each
District. At this rate 60,000 farmers would
be trained in the twenty-five districts of the
State.
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It has been planned to organise short voca-
tional courses of fifteen days duration in all the
Districts of the State. In each District eight
such courses are organised in a year and the
training relates to main crops and livestock of
the District concerned. Each batch consists
of fifty farmers. At this rate, 400 farmers are
trained in each District. This means in a year
10,000 farmers will receive vocational training

in specific fields.

3. Orissa :
The Government of Orissa have formulated

a massive vocational training programme of
fifteen days duration for the farmers. Under
this programme it is proposed to provide train-
ing to at least three farmers per village. There
are 46,000 villages in the State. This training
is proposed to be imparted at the Government
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v
Agricultural Farms and Research Stati, 3
the growing season of crops in batchnsd”’-
farmers will be brought to the rarmes_ )
days at a time during each Operationals foy
This will enable the farmers to partj.
the actual field operaton. This pro'Date.
has been taken up on a phased basis, R,

A very ambitious programme hy
formulated for the Fourth Five Yy be
period as it is now realised by all, that
training of farmers in scientific agricum:[h
will not be possible to increase agri.;u;ef
production at a rapid rate. The famer;""
keen to learn the technical know-how. 7,
are over sixty million farming families j, =
country and it is proposed to train as g,
of them as possible ‘at least 10%’ so that Sc_
tific agriculture is brought to their doors 3
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