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Method of study

wn fact that there is a
mong farmers in their

~ The venue of the study w

district in South Bihar. Hr_.w.o J.WW WM. wwmm_.w___h
dents—progressive farmers, their neighbours
and Village Level Workers—constituted the
sample. From the list of progressive farmers
sent for training at Bihar Agri. College, Sabour,
20 per cent were selected for this study. The
V.L.Ws. and neighbours were selected from
the respective areas of the progressive farmers
by random sample technique.

Findings

The findings were analysed under four
heads : Under personal characteristics it was
found that progressive farmers fall in the age
group 31-40 with a median age of 37 years.
Majority of these farmers had education up to
migddle school and some up to high school
standard. The majority of progressive farmers
belonged to middle caste group. Besides
they have had training in improved agricul-
tural practices and had farming experience
ranging from 1 to 10 years.

As for the economic characteristics, most
progressive farmers were found to have land-
holdings between 5 to 10 acres and some more
than 10 acres. Only 12 per cent had tractors
of their own or hire tractors for their farming.
Six per cent of the progressive farmers had
their land on rent and about 18 per cent were
share-croppers. The participation of tho
women and other members of the family in
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they were also seen to supply improved sty .
fertilizers, bullocks and so on. An avng
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or more new techniques from them.
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Recommendations :

Based on these findings, certain recomms
dations have been made, the most salient an
which are i — m

1. Greater care should be given to theo)
ganisation of training programme [
farmers. The duration of the trind
should be increased from one to t¥0?
three weeks before a crop season ¥
enough emphasis on practical work. [

2. Crop competition programme should ¥
organised.

3. Progressive farmers who 1aCt
should be given some financial b

4. Improved seeds, fertilizers etc. $7 ¢
distributed through progressive fam
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Jates, a few of them having finished their inter-

mediate examinations. Only one A.E.O. had
M.Sc. degree in Extension and Rural Sociology.
g per cent of the A.E.Os obtained direct ap-
pointment to this post, the rest were promoted
from lower posts.

2. 20 per cent of the blocks had popula-
tions ranging from 75,000 to 90,000 while the
optimum number should have been 50,000.
34 per cent of the blocks had from 200 to 300
villages each, 48 per cent had from 151 to 200
villages each and 18 per cent had between
100 and 150 each against the prescribed limit
of 100 village per block. Again as against
,”._s prescribed area of 150-170 square miles
or cach block, only 10 per cent satisfied this
“ﬂas%&sa. 44 per cent had between 200
b Square miles area, 32 per cent had 300
R M.__SJ miles, 2 per cent had 400 to 500
e s.._a and 2 per cent even more than 500
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be confined to only about 200 square miles

covering about 100 villages. .
These factors placed a limit on the A.E.O.’s

effectiveness.

at of the A.E.Os. had

Extension and 60 per
ding even the refre-

3. About 36 per ce
not had any training 1n
cent had no chance of atten
sher courses.

4. 38.46 per cent of their working :Bo:twm

nt on reports, 15.38 per cent on travellng,
MM per cent on supplying seeds mnn_ fertilizers
and only 36.5 per cent on making contacts
with farmers.

5. The problems mentioned by the A.E.Os.
can be classified into three categories.

(a) The farmers themselves are slow or
unresponsive on account of illiteracy, preju-
dices against innovations, superstitions, and
above all their poverty.

(b) The A.E.Os. complaints : 64 per cent
complained that the area of operation was t00
large, 84 per cent said they had too much of
paper work, 76 per cent said the supplies of
fertilizers and seeds were not available in time,
36 per cent had complaints about the ill plan-
ned programmes, and 52 per cent said that the
programmes were unsuccessful largely because
of the lack of co-operation and co-ordination
among extension workers at the Block level.

() Many of the A.E.Os. complained about
the dual administration by the B.D.Os. and
the District Agricultural Officers and also about
the lack of proper guidance. 42 per cent com-
plained of lack of proper storage facilities and

W.M %2 cent of poor communication and trans-
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among farmers. This requires chan ge in many
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as change in food habit. It has been
observed that though the villagers a_w.éﬁ _—
of some improved farm practices, still “only
a handful of literate and well-to-do persons res-
pond favourably to the various innovations.
._.ro present study was to know the relative
- ‘importance of * different ' information = sources
nd problems of acceptance of hybrid maize
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_ Higher the education farmer, greater
is the interest in reading various kinds of lite-
rature. Agricultural magazines are least prefer-
- red by the farmers. Adopters of the new ideas
~ have favourable atfitude towards Govt. prog-

ramme. But older ones are more prejudiced
~ against Govt. programme than younger ones.
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.. Size of holding and education are positively
' related to information seeking habits, but size
' is not effective in case of highly educated far-
' mers, Greater the number of information

sources sought, greater is the extent of adop-

 tion.

Demonstration is the most important acti-
vating source for adoption, Younger farmers
re more influenced by demonstration than
‘older ones, Seed producer is an important
‘gource of information and activates farmers
adopt bybrid maize. Majority of farmers
seck information from him.
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2 Out of the two improved practices re-
commended by the Block for bajra, 10 per cent
of the bajra growers adopted fertilisers alone
and another 12 per cent adopted fertilisers in
combination with line sowing. About 62 per
cent of the growers who used fertilisers did so
only on a part of their bajra area. Poor avail-
ability and high initial fertility of the soil were
_.Wo reasons given for partial adoption of ferti-
a.m_wg_ﬂw smawmo in yield, inadequate supply
R & y of sufficient compost and lodging
fortl ¢ reasons given for non-adoption of

! zers. Ignorance about the practice and

10 better yiald w,
: } were the reasons gi
L adoption of [ine sowing. given for non-
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improved implements.

6. Reduced seed rate and sowing by dib-
bling method were reported to have been
adopted by 38.6 and 18.0 per cent of the wheat
growers respectively. Poor soil and poar
yield were the main reasons given by non-
adopters of reduced seedrate. More labourand
time requirement, lack of dependable source
of irrigation and poor soil were the reasons for
non-adoption of dibbling,

7. Only 16 per cent of the T8

wheat growers

adopted plant protection measures. H«hucaw,
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practices recom- The increase in yield of wheat wag fs l

m, only 16.6 per' ‘q/ha to 26.6 g/ha when all the improv:m 13
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11. The intensity of cropping increg;

18 per ccnt during the Block periog ::]1\.5)

mainly occurred due to an increase in jrr,.
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““All of the 64 respondents were founq to
aware of the existence of the Block, byt oh‘
26 (40.9 per cent) of them obtained some ¢ &
other kind of help from it.
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