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O
f the four m

ain paddy grow
ing sets, 

a 
set o

f 
three 

contiguous 
villages 

nam
ely 

P
arghari, 

K
ashil and Siargarh o

f a P
anchayat w

as 
selec­

ted 
as 

the 
area 

o
f 

research. 
O

f 
I 79 

farm
 

fam
ilies, 72 

respondents 
w

ere 
selected 

w
hich 

B
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Introduction 

THE 
im

portance 
o

f 
farm

 
inform

ation 
to 

farm
ers 

in 
the 

adoption 
process 

has 
been 

recognised 
w

ith 
increased 

im
petus 

o
f 

agricultural developm
ent 

w
ork 

in 
C

om
m

unity 
D

evelopm
ent 

B
locks. 

T
he 

farm
ers 

secure 
inform

ation 
from

 
m

any 
sources 

o
th

er 
th

an
 

th
e 

A
gricultural 

E
xtension 

W
orkers. 

P
art 

o
f these are rendered 

by 
neighbours, 

friends, 
relatives, school teachers, 

m
em

bers o
f P

anch
a­

yat and 
A

gricultural 
C

olleges. 
Im

p
o

rtan
t 

as 
these 

agencies 
are 

in 
the 

dissem
ination 

o
f 

inform
ation

, it is w
ith the 

A
gricultural 

E
xten­

sion A
gency an

d
 particularly the 

V
illage L

evel 
W

orkers 
that 

the 
m

ajor 
responsibility 

lies. 
T

h
e 

present 
study 

w
as designed 

to find o
u

t : 
(i) the extent o

f utilization o
f sources o

f 
infor­

m
ation by farm

ers at different stages o
f 

adopt­
ion 

(ii) 
the 

relationship betw
een the extent o

f 
utilization o

f sources o
f inform

ation 
and 

type 
o

f farm
 practices an

d
 (iii) to provide 

inform
a­

tion 
to 

the 
B

lock 
staff 

for efficient planning 
for their different channels o

f com
m

unication
. 

R
eview

 o
f L

iterature 

L
ionberger (1949) 

w
hile 

studying 
distinct 

stages in ad
o

p
tio

n
 process 

observed 
th

at 
use­

fulness 
o

f 
sources 

o
f inform

ation varied w
ith 

different stages in the adoption 
process. 

B
eal 

(I 956) 
found 

th
at 

personal 
sources exercised 

a 
d

isp
ro

p
o

rtio
n

ately
 

large 
influence 

at 
the 

evaluation 
o

r 
"

decision 
to

 
try

" 
stage w

here 
local 

legitim
ation 

w
as 

a 
requisite 

to 
further 

form
ed 40 per cent sam

ple o
f 

the 
entire 

farm
 

action. 
W

ilkening 
(1956) 

reported 
that 

th! 
f 

.1 . 
. 

. 
.◄ 

am
11es. 

m
ass 

m
edia 

had 
proved 

highly 
valuable 

10 
T

he sam
ple w

as 
draw

n 
by 

sim
ple 

radom
 

m
aking farm

ers aw
are o

f the im
proved praticesl sam

pling 
m

ethod. 
T

he 
study 

reported 
here 

B
eal an

d
 B

ohlen (1957)_ a~sesse~ th
e 

useful~ess 
w

as 
lim

ited 
to 

three 
agricultural 

practices 
~

fa
 

s~
urce 

as
. a 

~o_tifym
g, 

m
tere st-_creau?~ nam

ely (i) use o
f fertilizers, (ii) use 

o
f 

im
pro­

m
form

m
g, 

legitim
atism

g an
d

/o
r 

a 
rem

forcm
1 

ved seeds o
f paddy and (iii) use o

f m
ouldboard 

agent. 
B

eal an
d

 R
ogers ( 1960) 

observ~d 
thaj plough

. 
Interview

s w
ith schedules, 

participant 
from

 personal sources 
there 

w
as 

an
 

m
crea~ and 

non-participant 
observations, 

diary
, per­

in 
percentage 

o
f respondent from

 37 per CCllj 
sonal 

contact 
and 

content 
analysis 

w
ere the 

at 
the 

aw
arness 

stage 
to 

50%
 at the interesl research 

techniques 
used 

in 
this study. 

T
he 

stage 
63

%
 at the 

evalua~ion 
stage 

and 
50%\ sources 

o
f 

inform
ation 

w
ere 

grouped 
under 

at the 
trial 

stage. 
R

ahim
 

(1960) 
conclude&

 tw
o heads 

nam
ely 

institutionalized 
and 

non­
th

at im
personal 

sources 
o

f 
inform

ation 
w

ere 
institutionalized. 

V
illage L

evel W
orker, 

A
gri­

very im
portant in 

the 
aw

areness 
stage, 

infor, cultural 
E

xtension S
upervisor, B

lock D
evelop­

m
ed 

personal 
sources 

w
ere 

m
ost 

im
portan~ m

ent O
fficer, P

anchayat, C
ooperative, 

S
chools 

in the inform
ation stage, w

hile form
al 

p~rsonalJ and C
olleges, 

A
gricultural 

C
ollege 

and 
other 

sources (agency p
ersonnel) 

w
ere 

m
ost 

1m
por-

B
lock 

personnels w
ere the 

ones considered as 
tan

t in the trial stage. 
P

andit (1962) 
reported! institutionalized sources. 

N
on-institutionalized 

th
at. highest 

percentages 
o

f 
inform

ation 
for 

sources com
prised neighbours. relatives, friend

s 
different 

practices 
w

ere 
obtained 

from
 

the 
and 

associates 
and 

village 
leaders. 

A
s 

re­
V

illage L
evel 

W
orkers follow

ed by 
neighbour!] g_ard

s channels o
f com

m
unication

, 
dem

onstra­
an

d
 

m
eetings 

in 
the 

villages. 
S

ingh 
(1962) ti_on

, 
exhibition

, 
published 

m
aterials, 

radio
, 

rem
arked th

at use o
f m

ass m
edia should 

never 
cm

em
a, tours an

d
 visits w

ere 
the 

ones 
consi­

be neglected in the initial 
phases 

o
f 

introduct· 
d

er:d
 in this study. 

T
he study w

as 
conducted 

ion o
f a practic~

. 
A

nother 
investigator 

Si~gh 
d

u
n

n
g

 the year 1964. 
(1963) 

reported 
th

at 
im

personal 
inforrnat~oP 

. ~ind_ings 
sources w

ere m
ost im

p
o

rtan
t at the 

evaluauoP 
_T

o
 assess the utlhzation o

f different sources 
o

f m
form

ation in regard 
to 

im
proved 

agricul­
stage in the ad

o
p

tio
n

 
process. 

A
rea o

f R
esearch and M

eth
od

ology 

T
h

 n
atu

re o
f th

e problem
 an

d
 the 

practicel 
selected for the study m

ade a 
definite 

dem
and 

for the 
field 

investigation 
in 

P
addy 

grow
inl tural practices, a list o

f sources w
as read before 

the farm
ers. 

T
hey w

ere requested to give their 
opinion 

ab
o

u
t 

utilization 
in 

order 
o

f 
prefe­

rence. 
V

illage 
L

evel 
W

orkers, 
A

gricultural 
C

ollege, 
A

gricultural 
E

xtension 
S

upervisor, 
B

lock 
D

evelopm
ent 

O
fficer, 

Panchayat, 
C

o­
•C

o
n

trib
u

tio
n

 from
 B

ih
ar A

g
ricu

ltu
ral C

ollege, S
ab

o
u

r. 
••P

roressor o
f A

gricu
ltu

ral E
xten

sion
, an

d
 D

em
on

stra
tor, 

resp
ectively 

D
ivision

 
o

f 
A

gricu
ltu

ral 
E

xiension
, 

Bih
1 operative an

d
 S

chools an
d

 C
olleges w

ere listed 
A

gricultural C
o

ll,g
e, S

ab
o

u
r. 

in order o
f preference am

o
n

g
 th

e institutionali­
zed sources. 

N
eighbours, relatives 

an
d

 
associ­

ates, 
and 

village 
leaders 

w
ere 

m
entioned 

am
ong 

non-institutionalized 
sources. 

A
s 

for 
channels o

f co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 o

r m
edia; d

em
o

n
st­

ration, cinem
a, 

radio
, 

p
u

b
licatio

n
s 

an
d

 
to

u
rs 

and visits w
ere m

entioned in 
o

rd
er 

o
f 

im
p

o
r­

tance 
and 

utilization
. 

It 
is 

ap
p

aren
t 

from
 

T
able I, 2, &

 3 th
at village level w

o
rk

er in 
th

e 
institutionalized 

g
ro

u
p

 
an

d
 

neighbours in the 
non-institutionalized 

g
ro

u
p

 
w

ere 
the 

m
o

st 
im

p
o

rtan
t sources o

f 
tn

fo
rm

atio
n

 
utilized 

b
y

 
farm

ers. 
D

em
onstration w

as m
o

st 
co

m
m

o
n

ly
 

used 
channel 

o
f 

co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
. 

T
ak

in
g

 
institutionalized an

d
 n

o
n

-in
stitu

tio
n

alized
 

g
ro

­
ups together, it w

as n
o

ticed
 th

at n
eig

h
b

o
u

r w
as 

the 
m

ost 
im

p
o

rtan
t 

source 
o

f 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
follow

ed by the village level w
orkers. 

O
ne type o

f d
ata 

from
 

w
hich 

source 
p

re­
ference for specific purposes co

u
ld

 
b

e 
inferred 

w
as use o

f d
ata relating to 

w
here 

farm
ers 

g
o

t 
m

ost 
o

f 
inform

ation 
from

, 
ab

o
u

t 
a 

specific 
practice. 

(a) 
F

ertilizer. 
ln

 case o
f fertilizer, as is evi­

dent from
 T

able 1, village level w
o

rk
er w

as th
e 

m
ost utilized source in all 

stages 
o

f 
ad

o
p

tio
n

. 
U

se o
f V

. L
. W

. 
is 

increasing 
from

 
aw

areness 
(36.2 per cent) to trial stage (60.0 p

er cent) an
d

 
suddenly declines at 

ad
o

p
tio

n
 

stage 
(33

.3 p
er 

cent). 
T

his is because o
f the fact th

at fertilizer 
application needs technical 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
. 

T
h

e 
sharp decline at ad

o
p

tio
n

 
stage 

indicates 
th

at 
after the farm

ers 
are convinced ab

o
u

t th
e effec­

tiveness o
f practices, th

e services o
f a V

.L
.W

. is 
less 

utilized 
for 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

reg
ard

in
g

 
this 

practice. 
A

gricultural C
ollege occupied second 

position at aw
areness (23

.2 p
er cen

t) an
d

 intere,t 
(27.0 per cent) stages. 

T
h

e A
g

ricu
ltu

ral E
xten­

sion 
S

upervisor 
cam

e 
th

ird
 

in 
all 

th
e 

five 
stages. 

A
s he is the m

an
 

technically 
qualified 

an
d

 com
petent, loca

ted at B
lock level an

d
 w

h
o

 
alw

ays renders his personal services to
 farm

ers, 
he co

m
m

an
d

s a 
respect 

o
f 

confidence 
an

d
 

is 

I 

... 
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T
A

B
L

E
 1 

U
tilization o

f S
ources o

f Inform
ation and C

hannels o
f C

om
m

unication at D
ifferent S

tag
es 

in A
doption o

f F
ertilizer 

A
w

areness 
interest 

E
valuation 

T
ra

il 
A

doption 
S

ta
g

e 
N

=
,69 

N
=

6
3

 
I 

N
=

5
0

 
N

=
4

5
 

N
=

4
0

 
Source and C

hannel 
N

u
m

-1
 

P
er 

N
u

m
-

\ 
P

er I N
u

m
-

/ 
P

er 
N

u
m

-1
 

P
er 

N
u

m
-\ 

P
er 

ber 
cent 

ber 
cent 

her 
cent 

her 
cent 

her 
cent 

V
.L

.W
, 

6 
36

.2 
5 

46
.0 

8 
55

.0 
12 

60.0 
5 

33.3 

A
.E

.S
 . 

2 
11.6 

2 
18.0 

3 
16.5 

3 
15.0 

B
.D

.O
. 

2 
21.6 

-
-

2 
11.0 

2 
10.0 

P
an

ch
ay

at 
1 

5.8 
-

-
I 

5.5 
-

-
4 

27
. 1 

C
o

o
p

erativ
e 

I 
5.8 

-
' 

5.5 
-

-
3 

19.8 

S
chools an

d
 

C
olleges 

I 
5.8 

A
gricultural C

ollege 
4 

23.2 
3 

27.0 
I 

5.5 
3 

15.0 
I 

6
.6 

O
th

er B
lock 

P
ersonnels 

-
-

1 
9

.0 
2 

11.0 
-

-
2 

13.2 

T
o

tal 
17 

100.0 
II 

100.0 
18 

100.0 
20 

100.0 
15 

100.0 

N
eighbours 

12 
54.8 

15 
60.0 

12 
54.4 

10 
59.4 

4 
31.0 

R
elatives 

6 
27

. 1 
4 

16.0 
3 

13.6 
5 

29.0 
6 

4
6

.0 

V
illage leaders 

4 
18.1 

6 
24.0 

7 
31.8 

2 
11.6 

3 
23.0 

T
o

tal 
22 

100.0 
25 

100.0 
22 

100.0 
17 

100.0 
13 

100.0 

D
em

o
n

stratio
n

 
15 

50.0 
12 

44
.5 

4 
40.0 

8 
100.0 

12 
10

0.0 

E
xhibition 

7 
23.6 

6 
22

.2 
l 

10.0 

N
ew

sp
ap

er 
an

d
 

o
th

er 
2 

6.6 
2 

7.4 
published m

ateria I 

R
ad

io
 

2 
6.6 

2 
7.4 

C
inem

a 
3 

9.9 
4 

14.8 
3 

30.0 

T
o

u
rs an

d
 

V
isits 

I 
3.3 

l 
3.7 

2 
20.0 

T
o

tal 
30 

100.0 
27 

100.0 
10 

100.0 
8 

100.0 
12 

100.0 

d
.f.=

8, 
X

2=
20

.322, S
ignificant at P

=
.0

5
 

-~
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N
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N
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N

=
3
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N

=
3
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-

A
w

areness 
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E
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T
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A
d
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Stug
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N
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N
um

-1 P
er-

N
um

-1 P
er
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S
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N
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N
~

2
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N

=
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0
 

N
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N
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N
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N
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her 
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-
V
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. 
5 

29.0 
6 

. 
50.3 

6 
37.4 

6 
37.4 

5 
33 .3 

2 
33.4 
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66.7 

3 
6

0.0 
V

.L
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. 
5 

26
.0 

2 
22.0 

A
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.S
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2 
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I 
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0
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A
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-
-
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-
B
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. 
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-
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-
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12.6 
•---

-
I 

6.6 
-

B
.D

.O
. 

-
-

· 
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

P
anchayat 

2 
11.6 

2 
14.2 

3 
18.7 

2 
12.6 

4 
27.1 

15.6 
I 

II.I 
3 

50.0 
2 

33
.3 

-
-

P
anchay

at 
3 

C
o

o
perative 

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
--

-
I 

Il
l
 

-
--

-
-

C
o

op
erative 

I 
5.2 

-
· 

-· 
S

chools an
d

 C
olleges 

I 
5.8

 
I 

7.1 
-

-
2 

12 6 
-

-
2 

10
.4

 
-

--
-

-
-

S
chools an

d
 C

olleges 
-

-
-

A
gricu

ltu
ral C

o
lleges 

6 
36.2 

2 
1 4.2 

2 
12.6 

3 
18.7 

2 
13.2 

A
gricultu

ral C
o

llege 
8 

42.8 
4 

44.5 
-

-
-

-
-

-
O

ther B
lock P

erso
n

nels 
I 

5.8 
-

-
-

-
-

-
l 

6.6 
O

th
er B

lock 
P

erson
n

els 
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

--
-

-
T

o
tal 

17 
100.0 

14 
100.0 

16 
100.0 

16 
100.0 

15 
100.0 

19 
10

0.0 
9 

1
0

0
0

 
6 

100.0 
6 

100.0 
5 

-
100.0 

T
o

tal 

N
eigh

bo
urs 

12 
60.0 

8 
50.0 

10 
50.0 

6 
46.0 

4 
33.3 

N
eigh

b
o

urs 
8 

61.7 
5 

41.7 
5 

50
.0 

1 
2

5.0 
l 

25.0 
R

elatives 
2 

10.0 
3 

18
.7 

6 
30.0 

3 
23

.0 
5 

4
1.7 

R
elatives 

3 
23.0 

3 
25

.0 
3 

30.0 
2 

50.0 
l 

25
.0 

' 
V

illage leader 
6 

30.0 
5 

31.3 
4 

20.0 
4 

31.0 
3 

25.0 
j 

V
illage lead

ers 
2 

15.3 
4 

33
.3 

2 
20

.0 
I 

25
.0 

2 
50

.0 
T

otal 
20 

100.0 
16 

100.0 
20 

100.0 
13 

100.0 
12 

100.0 I T
o

tal 
13 

100
.0 

12 
1 00

.0 
JO

 
100.0 

4 
100.0 

4 
100.0 

D
em

onstration 
12 

44.5 
15 

54.5 
4 

40.0 
5 

50
.0 

5 
62.5 

D
em

onstration 
7 

24.6 
6 

33.3 
4 

100.0 
5 

71.6 
3 

100
.0 

E
xhibition 

5 
I 

27.4 
5 

27.9 
I 

14
.2 

18.5 
5 

17.5 
3 

30.0 
2 

20.0 
-

-
I 

E
xhibition 

8 
-

-
N

ew
spaper 

and 
o

th
er 

2 
7.4 

2 
7.0 

-
-

-
-

--
-

N
ew

spaper 
an

d
 

o
ther 

3 
10

.3 
2 

II.I 
published m

aterials 
published 

m
aterials 

R
adio 

3 
II.I 

2 
7.0 

-
-

I 
10.0 

I 
12 5 

R
adio 

4 
13.7 

?. 
11. l 

C
inem

a 
4 

14.8 
I 

3.5 
2 

20.0 
-

-
I 

12.5 
C

inem
a 

3 
10.3 

3 
16.6 

T
ours and visits 

I 
3.7 

3 
10.5 

1 
10.0 

2 
20.0 

I 
12.5 

T
o

urs a n
d

 V
isits 

4 
13.7 

-
-

-
-

I 
14.2 

T
o

tal 
27 

100.0 
28 

100.0 
10 

100.0 
10 

100.0 
T

o
tal 

29 
!00.0 

18 
1 0

0.0 
4 

100.0 
7 

100.0 
3 

100.0 
8 

10
0.0 

d.f.-
8, X

2-1
5

.683, Sign
ifican

t at P
=

.05 
I 

d
.f.=

8, :,: 1=
9 634, N

o
n

-S
ignifican

t at P
=

.05 



40 
JO

U
R

N
A

L
 

O
F

 
E

X
T

E
N

S
IO

N
 

E
D
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C

A
T
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N

 
V

O
L

. 
l 

therefore. 
used 

as 
a 

source 
o

f 
inform

ation 
m

ostly at evaluation (16.5 per 
cen

t) 
an

d
 

trial 
15.0 per cent) stages. 

O
ther 

institutionalized 
)U

rccs w
ere utilized in few

 cases varying from
 

.8 to
 zero per cent. 

T
h

e low
er 

u
se 

o
f other 

)urces lends credence to the lack o
f confidence 

nd interest o
n

 the p
art o

f farm
ers to

 
seek 

in­
orm

ation from
 sources other than those 

m
en­

ioned above. 
A

lthough farm
 inform

ation m
ay 

)e had from
 

B
lock personnel 

such 
as 

village 
level 

w
orkers, 

the 
A

gricultural 
E

xtension 
S

upervisor, B
ihar A

gricultural C
ollege, S

abour, 
their use depended upon initiative on the 

p
art 

o
f farm

ers. In m
ost o

f the cases th
e farm

ers get 
inform

ation at their village from
 B

lock 
person­

nel an
d

 w
hen the 

farm
er 

w
ants 

to 
get 

m
ore 

inform
ation 

ab
o

u
t 

a 
particular 

practice, 
he 

looks 
forw

ard 
tow

ards 
the 

A
gricultural 

.C
ollege. 

W
ith respect to infom

ation from
 

non-insti­
tutionalized 

sources, 
farm

ers 
m

ade 
m

ost fre­
q

u
en

t use o
f neighbours. 

T
hey w

ere 
specially 

im
portant al interest (60.0 per cent) 

an
d

 
trial 

stages 
(59

.4 
per cent). 

A
ssociates, 

relatives 
an

d
 

m
em

bers o
f 

fam
ily 

cam
e 

next 
to

 neigh­
bours al 

aw
areness 

(27. I per 
cent) 

an
d

 trial 
(29.0 per 

cent) 
stages. 

T
hey 

w
ere 

th
e 

m
o

st 
im

p
o

rtan
t sources at the adoption 

stage 
(46.0 

per cent) because they are to 
be 

m
ost 

depen­
ded 

upon in tim
e o

f risk an
d

 
uncertainty 

d
u

e 
to certain action. 

V
illage 

leaders 
w

ere 
m

o
st 

utilized 
source 

o
f 

inform
ation at 

evaluation 
,tag

e (31.8 p
er cent) because 

they 
are 

looked 
up to

 for advice an
d

 are superior in ability. 
A

s for channels o
f com

m
unication, d

em
o

n
­

i;1ration w
as rated th

e m
ost im

p
o

rtan
t 

channel 
,o

f com
m

unication to farm
ers 

because it 
exhi­

bited th
e skills o

f doing the practices an
d

 
gave 

them
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to m
ake use o

f the m
axim

um
 

num
bers o

f senses for learning. 
D

em
onstration 

w
as follow

ed by exhibition. E
very year such an

 
agricultural exhibition 1s held in each block 

as 
an 

extension 
m

ethod 
under 

special 
grant 

o
f 

R
s. 500 per block

. 
D

ocum
entary 

film
s 

o
ccu

. 
pied 

the 
third 

position 
because 

they 
are 

screened 
every 

now
 

an
d

 
then 

in 
th

e block 
o

n
 im

proved agricultural practices. 

S
tatistically, th

e 
relationship 

am
o

n
g

 
these 

w
as highly significant at 

5
%

 probability 
level, 

th
e 

value 
o

f chi-square 
being 

20.322. 
T

his 
show

ed 
th

at 
th

e 
utilization 

o
f 

sources 
o

f 
farm

 inform
ation w

as positively related to
 

the 
stages in ad

o
p

tio
n

. 
(b) 

Im
p

ro
ved

 
S

eed
s 

o
f P

a
d

d
y : A

 
sim

ilar 
trend as 

found 
in 

th
e 

case 
o

f fertilizer 
w

as 
also 

noticed 
in 

case 
o

f 
im

proved 
seeds 

o
f 

p
ad

d
y

 
as 

is 
ap

p
aren

t 
from

 
T

ab
le 

2. 
T

he 
village level 

w
orker w

as rated
 

first 
as 

source 
o

f 
inform

ation 
in

 
all 

th
e 

stages 
except 

in th
e aw

areness 
stage 

( o
n

ly
 

29 
p

er 
cent) at 

w
hich th

e A
gricultural C

ollege (36.2 
p

er 
cent) 

w
as th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t 
source. 

T
his 

is 
due 

to
 its long existence. 

O
th

er sources w
ere very 

p
o

o
rly

 used in all th
e stages. 

R
easo

n
s for the 

use o
f these sources 

m
ay

 
b

e 
sim

ilar 
to

 
w

hat 
w

ere m
entioned in case o

f fertilizer. 

W
ith respect to

 non-institutionalized 
sour­

ces, neighbours ran
k

ed
 

first 
in 

all 
th

e 
stages 

except 
a
t 

th
e 

ad
o

p
tio

n
 

stage 
(only 33

.3 per 
cent) w

here associates, relatives 
an

d
 

m
em

bers 
o

f fam
ily 

w
ere 

preferred
. 

V
illage 

leaders 
occupied 

in
term

ed
iate 

p
o

sitio
n

 
a
t 

aw
areness 

(30.0 p
er 

cent), 
interest 

(31.3 
p

er 
cent) 

and 
trial (31.0 p

er cent) stages. 

D
em

o
n

stratio
n

 
w

as 
th

e 
m

o
st 

im
p

o
rtan

t 
channel in

 all th
e stages, m

o
re 

so
 in

 th
e ad

o
p

· 
tio

n
 (62.5 

p
er 

cent) 
stag

e. 
E

xhibition 
cam

e 
next in all th

e stages, its 
u

se 
being 

m
axim

um
 

at 
evaluation 

(30.0 
p

er cent) 
stage. 

O
ther 

channels w
ere rarely 

m
en

tio
n

ed
. 

R
easons for 

the preference o
f ch

an
n

el m
ay

 b
e 

th
e 

sam
e as 

in case o
f fertilizer. 

S
tatistically, th

e relatio
nship w

as significant 
at 5 

p
er 

cen
t 

probability 
level, 

th
e 

value of 
chi-square b

ein
g

 15.683. 
H

ence th
e utilization 
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o
f so

u
rces o

f farm
 inform

atio
n w

as significant­
ly related to the stages 

in adoption. 
(c) M

ould 
B

oard 
P

lough 
:-A

g
a
in

 
the 

village 
level 

w
orker 

w
as 

considered 
to 

be 
the m

ost im
portant 

source as is 
evident 

from
 

T
able 3. 

H
is u

se 
as a 

so
urce 

w
as 

m
axim

um
 

at trial (66. 7 per cent) and 
adoption 

(60.0 per 
cent) stages because o

f th
e technical 

n
ature o

f 
the practice. 

A
t aw

areness (42
.8 per cent) an

d
 

interest (44.5 per cent) stages, 
the A

gricultural 
C

ollege w
as th

e m
ost im

portant 
so

urce due to 
the 

fact 
that 

this 
im

plem
ent h

as been in use 
since long 

o
n

 
this college 

farm
. 

M
em

bers o
f 

panchayat 
w

ere consulted m
o

stly at evaluation 
(50.0 per cent) stage. 

O
u

t o
f non-institutionalized sources, 

neigh­
bours 

form
ed 

the 
m

ost 
com

m
on 

sources 
o

f 
inform

ation 
at 

each 
stage. 

H
ow

ever, 
their 

use as a so
urce varied w

ith stages in the 
ad

o
p

­
tion

. 
A

t aw
areness stage their use 

w
as 

m
axi­

m
um

 
(61.7 

p
er 

cent) 
an

d
 

declined 
to 

25.0 
per cent in ad

o
p

tio
n

 stage. 
T

h
is decline m

any 
be d

ue to
 the fact th

at they are n
o

t w
ell 

infor­
m

ed 
ab

o
u

t 
the 

techniques 
o

f practices. 
T

h
e 

I gap is filled up by the 
use 

o
f 

in
stitutio

nalized 
sources an

d
 village leaders. 

D
em

on
stratio

n
 

w
as 

preferred 
in all stages 

excepting th
e aw

areness stage 
(24.6 

per 
cent) 

I w
here exhibition (27.4 p

er cent) o
f 

im
plem

ents 

I attracted
 m

ore atten
tio

n
 th

an
 any o

th
er ch

annel 
o

f com
m

unication
. 

I 
S

tatistically, h
ow

ever, th
e 

relation
ship 

w
as 

non-significan
t 

at 
5.0 

per 
cent 

probability 
level, 

th
e 

value 
o

f 
chi-square 

bein
g 

9.634. 
; P

ercentage 
d

istributio
n 

an
d

 
the 

value o
f chi-

1 square, 
how

ever 
indicated 

th
at 

there 
w

as 
a 

tendency tow
ards positive relation

ship betw
een 

the tw
o. 

I 
It is ap

p
aren

t th
at alm

o
st w

ithout exception 
the village level w

o
rk

er w
as rated to be the m

ost 
im

p
ortant in

stitu
tio

nalized 
so

urce 
o

f in
fo

rm
a­

l tion 1_vith all th
e th

ree practices under 
stud

y as 

he is m
ost closely a 

ociated w
ith farm

ers. 
T

h
e 

A
gricultural C

ollege w
hich has been in existen­

ce for the last several years occupied th
e second 

pos1t1on. 
T

h
e 

A
gricultural 

E
xtension 

S
uper­

viso
r w

ho is techn
ically qualified in 

agriculture 
ranked third as source 

o
f 

inform
ation

. 
W

ith 
respect to use o

f inform
ation 

from
 non-in

stitu­
nalized so

urces, 
farm

ers 
m

ade 
m

o
st 

frequent 
use o

f their neighbours in alm
ost all 

the stages 
o

f 
adoption 

process. 
In 

ad
o

p
tio

n
 stage, th

e 
services o

f associates, friend
s 

an
d

 
m

em
bers o

f 
fam

ily 
w

ere 
found 

to 
be 

m
ore v

alu
ab

le an
d

 
usefu

l. 
V

illage L
eaders 

w
ere consulted 

m
ore 

in evaluation and trial 
stages. 

D
em

o
nstratio

n
 

w
as rated the m

ost im
p

o
rtan

t channel 
o

f com
­

m
unication in respect to all 

practices 
follow

ed 
by exh

ibition. 
F

ilm
 show

s cam
e th

ird
. 

C
O

N
C

L
U

S
IO

N
 

In
 general, the non-institutionalized so

u
rces 

o
f inform

ation 
w

ere 
rated 

high 
o

v
er 

institu­
tionalized sources in the initial stages o

f ad
o

p
­

tion, w
hereas 

the 
institutionalized 

sources 
o

f 
inform

ation w
ere rated high 

over 
non-institu­

tionalized 
sources 

in 
th

e 
advanced stages 

o
f 

adoption
. C

o
m

paratively, th
e n

o
n

-in
stitu

tio
n

a­
lized

 ~ources w
ere preferred

 
a
t 

aw
areness, 

in­
terest, an

d
 

evaluation 
stages 

w
hereas 

institu­
tionalized sources w

ere 
preferred 

at 
trial 

an
d

 
ad

o
p

tio
n

 stages. T
h

e village 
level 

w
o

rk
er 

w
as 

considered to b
e the m

ost im
p

o
rtan

t 
source 

o
f 

inform
ation in all stages o

f ad
o

p
tio

n
 as 

having 
ready access to

 farm
ers. 

O
nly in 

th
e 

case 
o

f 
evaluation and trial stages w

as there a tendency 
o

n
 the p

art o
f farm

ers 
to

 
seek 

advice 
o

f th
e 

technical 
specialist 

(A
gricultural 

E
)(tension 

S
upervisor). 

T
h

e 
A

gricultural 
C

ollege 
w

as 
looked up to for m

ore technical 
an

d 
ad

v
anced 

know
led

ge. 
T

h
e so

urces chosen 
for 

in
fo

rm
a­

tion w
ere 

predom
inantly 

personal 
in 

n
atu

re. 
H

ow
ever, th

e o
rd

er o
f preference 

w
as 

V
.L

.W
., 

A
gricultural C

o
llege an

d
 

A
.E

.S
., 

o
f th

e 
n

o
n

­
institutio

nalized so
urces; neig

h
o

b
o

u
rs, 

relatives 

""' 
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and friends, and village leaders were used in 

order of preference as sources of information. 

Among media, Demonstration was the best 

channel of communication followed by exhibi­

tion and film shows. 

practices and should be geared up 1n the 

educational programme of a Block. The Agrj. 

cultural College should be made responsib! 

for imparting training to supervisory staff 
0
; 

Blocks and progressive farmers and publis~ 

technical bulletins in Hindi to satisfy the infor, 

mation needs of farmers. 
The educational and service agencies of a 

community Department Block should make 

maximum use of non-institutionalized sources 

of information at the early stages of adoption. 

The panchayat members, school teachers and 

members of co-operative societies should be 

regularly oriented towa.Jds improved farm 

The Block staff should extend al! types 01 

information needed by farmers and wor} 

through such media as demonstration, grou1 
discussion, exhibits, film shows etc. in extendini 

their inforination. 
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