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SS 

ely to a specific 
discipline or an applied field 

behaviour change could be placed in either the 
0

1
 ,and som

e are associated 
w

ith 
certain 

prog-
Learning or the A

dult's R
esponse 

category. 
It 

B
uR

T
O

N
 W

. K
R

E
IT

L
o

w
• 

r 
~ am

m
e area. 

w
ould also be reasonable 

to 
reinterpret 

areas 

In structuring 
the research needs 

by ap Ii-
of research need in the A

dult E
ducation 

E
nter-

p 
• 

t 
d 

I 
h 

• 
Le 

• 
o

r 
·ation, 

care 
w

as 
taken 

not 
to 

overlook the 
prise ca egory 

an 
p

ace 
t 

em
 m

 
arm

ng 

T
he T

ask 
T

he 
developm

ent 
pattern 

of social 
and 

technical 
change 

in 
the 

U
nited 

States and 
throughout the w

orld 
is exerting a 

great pre-
ssure 

on 
adults 

for 
retraining, 

continuous 
education 

and 
new

 
learning. 

T
his pressure, 

long predicted by those engaged in adult edu-
cation, calls for answ

er to questions 
not 

pre-
viously resolved by practice or research. 

T
he 

need 
for solution to 

pressing problem
s about 

the 
education 

of adults is 
recognized 

and 
im

m
ediate. 

doctoral program
m

es in A
dult E

ducation, i? 
engaged in a num

ber of applied research pro- 1 

f 
1 . 

IS 

\otential 
of basic 

research 
in any discipline. 

A
dult's Response. 

T
he intention is 

to provide 
~esearch w

hich 
eventually 

m
ay contribute to 

a tenable 
structure that can be used 

as a base 
I \dult education is 

not 
lim

ited 
to 

that w
hich 

for 
further 

developm
ent 

o
f research 

in 
the 

~ow
 show

s a 
prom

ising 
line o

f application. 
field. 

T
he C

om
m

ission of the Professors of A
dult 

E
ducation of the A

dult E
ducation A

ssociation 
in the 

U
.S.A

. has 
been 

concerned about the 
paucity o

f sound basic research, as w
ell as the 

lim
itation 

of applied research 
com

pleted to 
date. 

E
fforts 

of 
its m

em
bers 

in 
preparing 

the new
 

volum
e, A

dult 
Education : O

utline of 
an 

E
m

erging Field of U
niversity Study,** often 

w
ere 

frustrated 
by 

Jack 
of research base to 

support the fraJT"ew
ork of the field. 

T
he U

nited 
States O

ffice of E
ducation and 

Fi:.deral E
xtension Service in the U

nited States 
D

epartm
ent 

of A
griculture, 

in 
cooperation 

w
ith State colleges and 

universities 
have en-

couraged 
the 

undertaking 
of fundam

ental 
adult education research projects and the deve-
lopm

ent of graduate program
m

es. 
T

he 
U

niversity of W
isconsin, 

one 
of 26 

institutions w
ith advanced degree program

m
es 

in C
ooperative 

E
xtension and 

one of 15 w
ith jects 

developed 
as 

a 
m

eans 
o 

reso vm
g 

problem
s of the field level adult educator. 

l 
T

hese four 
organizations 

joined forces t,. 
m

ake possible a study of the 
contribution < 

the research of selected 
disciplines to 

adu 
education 

and 
the 

research 
needs 

o
f adu 

education. 
In accom

plishing this 
task it w

a 
necessary to 

develop 
a 

structural m
odel 

foi 
guidance in review

ing 
past research and struc: 

turing for 
the 

future. 
It 

is 
this schem

e 
of 

research need that is identified in this report. 
-~ 

C
hoice of the Fram

ew
ork for R

esearch 
J 

R
esearch 

needs 
found 

in 
the 

literature an/. 
those suggested 

by 
interview

 w
ith a selecte<} 

group of national leaders can be structured i) 
a 

num
ber 

of w
ays. 

R
easonable structure 

such as these could be m
ade: 

By 
program

m
e 

area (hom
em

aking, paren~ 
education, 

vocational 
training, 

liberal 
studies, etc.) 

( 

B
y institution_ (public s~hools, evening colk 

ge, C
ooperative E

xtension, libraries, etc.) 

B
y. discipline 

(psychology, 
anthropology! I 

soc1ology, etc.) 

B
y 

applica~ion 
(learning, 

teacht"ng 
soci( 

change, guidance, etc.) 

T
he fram

ew
ork chosen w

as 
1 . 

. 
'. 

. 
app 1catw

n 
this type 

of structure, som
e of the identifi 

areas of research need are t" d 
1e 

alm
ost com

plr 
•Professor E

ducational Policy, School of E
ducation U

niversity of W
i~consin, M

adison U
.S.A

. 
•• A

vailable from
 the A

ssociation. 

L 'rhe potential 
for 

projective, 
theoretical 

and 
Figure 

I 
dem

onstrates 
that there are dis-

1 speculative research is 
developed 

from
 the 

ciplines 
in 

addition to psychology, sociology 
,interrelationship 

betw
een 

the 
applied 

fields 
and 

anthropology w
hich 

contribute 
to 

the 

.and the discipline and 
should 

be recognized. 
field. 

A
ll 

o
f these 

disciplines, 
in 

coordina-

t 
is often 

in 
the 

speculative 
area 

that 
tion w

ith 
the adult 

education enterprise 
and 

!breakthroughs on new
 approaches to investiga-

the 
total 

field 
o

f 
education, 

provide 
the 

tion are m
ade. 

clim
ate 

in w
hich 

projection, 
theory 

building 

T
he choice of a fram

ew
ork related to appJi-

~tion 
is 

som
ew

hat 
allied 

to the 
reference 

,oints used 
by B

runner 1 in 
.4 n O

verveiw
 o

f 
dult 

Education Research. 
It 

is unlike 
the 

•apter 
in the H

andbook o
f Adult Educalion

2 

\.ich is 
organised 

around 
program

m
e areas 

I institutions; and it is unlike the 
H

endric-
n

3 chapter in the Encyclopedia o
f Education 

earch w
hich concentrates on program

m
es. 

Fram
ew

ork and N
eeded R

esearch 

R
esearch 

needs 
indentified 

during 
the 

rse of this investigation 
w

ere organized by 
lication into three 

interrelated 
categories. 

three categories 
of application, 

noted in 
11re I, are: 
I. 

T
he 

A
dult as an 

individual 
and 

a 
learner 

II. 
T

he A
dult's 

R
esponse 

to Social-C
ul-

tural Phenom
ena 

JI. 
T

he A
dult E

ducation Enterprise. 

If one considers 
a specific area of research 

:d, it is 
placed in one category of applica-

a 
even 

if it is 
closely allied 

w
ith another. 

\' exam
ple, an 

;tern 
on 

personality 
and 

and speculation can occur. 
W

hen 
this occurs 

the 
potential 

is 
present 

for 
developm

ent 
and experim

ental 
program

m
es 

in adult 
edu-

cation. 

E
xam

ples of research needs 
identified that 

w
ere placed in each o

f the 
three categories 

as 
follow

s: 
I. 

The 
A

dult 
as 

an 
individual 

and 
a 

learner 

W
hat are the m

ost appropriate 
conditions 

for adult 
learning ? 

W
hat are 

the perso-
nal (internal) 

factors that lead 
!O changed 

behaviour in adults? 
W

hat are the conditions under w
hich one 

"learns 
to 

learn" 
and 

w
hat 

educational 
ingredients encourage 

"learning 
to learn" 

in adults? 

ll. 
T

he A
dult's R

esponse to 
Social 

and 
C

ultural Phenom
ena 

In w
hat w

ays can the existing social econo-
m

ic and 
cultural inform

ation 
be used effecti-

vely in planning and 
conducting 

program
m

es 
of continued learning? 

W
hat 

are 
the 

factors 
o

f 
socio-cultural 

change that m
ost influence learning? 
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III. 
T

he A
dult E

dueatiou Enterprise 
W

hat 
resources 

w
ithin 

the 
instructional 

group 
can 

be used to m
axim

ize the achieve-
m

ent of individual and group objectives? 
By 

w
hat 

m
eans 

can 
the 

educationally, 
technically, 

and culturally illiterate be educa-
ted for econom

ic and social self-sufficiency? 
W

ho 
are the 

participants 
in adult educa-

tion? 
W

hat has been the quality and quantity 
of participation in the past? 

W
hat is 

it likely 
to be in the future? 
T

he L
ook A

head 
T

he organization of ar.!aS 
of research into 

categories of application should 
not close tb 

door to theoretical explorations, basic researc 
or speculation. 

In 
a 

field that is very pract 
cal 

on the one hand (vocational 
retrainin 

program
m

es) 
and 

theoretical 
on 

the 
otb, 

(developm
ent 

sem
inars) 

there 
is 

a 
usu 

opportunity for system
atic exploration of bot 

the past and the future. 

T
here ar~ theoretical questions at both t 

edge and heart of adult education that ne 
paring by m

inds searching for truth. 
Stra 

gy 
and 

policy 
form

ation 
in adult 

educati 

!d
u

catiort 

The 
1

,d
u

lt a
s an 

In
d

iv
id

u
al 

and a 
L

earner 

I 

P
sych

ology 

_I. 
/ 

' 
/ 

T
h

e
o

ry
\ 

i
-
-
-
-
-
;
>

J
 

sp
ecu

latio
q

 
\ ,ro

je
c
tio

7
 

O
ther 

O
iecip

lin
ea

 

The A
d

u
lt's 

R
esponse to

 Soc 
and 

c
u

ltu
ra

l Phenc 

II 

so
cio

lo
g

y
 ar 

A
nthropoloc;r 
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57 
:ed exam

ination. 
A

pplied 
researchers 

often 
insid_er behaviour as a one-to-one relationship 
:tw

een 
factors 

w
hen 

behaviour of adults is 
o 

com
plex 

for 
this 

kind 
of 

sim
plifica-

m
. 

T
he potential that institutions of conti-

.ed learning 
have to m

anipulate educational 
riables in the board com

m
unity setting often 

ignored w
hen, indeed, this m

anipulation m
ay 

be the significant elem
ent of cultural change. 

T
he applied 

research 
needs 

identified in 
relation 

to 
the 

schem
a in Figure 1 should be 

pursued 
w

ith 
all 

possible speed and w
ith a 

positive 
concern 

for the philosophical 
and 

theoretical contem
plation and 

speculation that 
can help provide a basis for judgm

ent and a 
guideline for developm

ent. 
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A
N

Y
B

O
D

Y
 can becom

e aagry-that is easy; but to be angry with the right person, 
to the right degree, at the 

right 
tim

e, 
and for the right purpose, and in the right 

w
ay-that is not w

ithin everybody'y pow
er and is nat easy. 
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