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The interdependency of post-
marketing surveillance, pharmacovigilance and
food safety, highlights the need for properly
funded risk based approach at state level - based
on assessment, management and
communication – to ensure the proper
functioning of those systems.

The authorities with competency in
post-marketing surveillance and food safety
share a large amount of important common data
on evaluation mechanisms as well as
responsibilities to ensure timely decisions
based on the legal framework to protect animal
and public health in line with national
legislation and the relevant international
standards.  

An overview of the evaluation of
Veterinary Services in 25 countries performing
these tasks, made by the OIE using the
Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) tool,
shows that significant improvement is still
needed at global level to implement the
veterinary pharmacovigilance and residue
monitoring systems.

Notification, collection, pooling,
evaluation and decision making mechanisms,
of all pharmacovigilance data, including
adverse reactions in animals and humans when
applying the medicines, the lack of efficacy in
particular in the case of vaccines and
antimicrobials and presence of its residues in
food, are all important pillars of the system.
The management of the system can be

Corresponding author E.mail : na.isabel.batalha@gmail.com

enhanced by strong cross-border cooperation
between the actors in the different technical
areas, sharing responsibilities at regional and
international level.

The post marketing surveillance
system, including all the relevant data linked
to quality, efficacy, safety and residues of the
authorized products, will enhance the
regulations and contribute to safer veterinary
medicines in the market and improved
protection of public health at global level.
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