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Introduction

The horticultural sector has established its credibility for augmenting the
productivity of land, generating employment and, above all, providing nutritional
security especially for those who need it the most production and management
of apple in Kashmir has gone imbued. A mix of traditionally and modernity
breeds on vacillating and hesitating approach in ensuring application of
modern but risk prone, diverse but complex package of practice.

That is why the management of resource and technology in apple production
merits a sincere and meticulous enquiry in the unique situation of Kashmir.

Sikka and Swarup (1978) found investment on apple to be profitable and
financially variable preposition. Wani et al (1998) found that pesticide and
human labour were being irrationally used by apple growers in Kashmir.
Mishra (1996) reported a low level of extension effectiveness in Kashmir.
The general objective of the study was to predict the net return from
apple from some agro-economic and socio-personal correlates. In the
process while the consequent variable was the net returns per unit area per
unit time, the antecedent variables were age of the respondent, family size.
family education, social interaction, media exposure, knowledge level, land
holding size. area under field crops. irrigation use index, cropping intensity,
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yield from the major field crop, returns from other enterprises, animal
resource, value of the forestry, area under apple, distance from home, age
of the orchard, the cost of production, implement possession and value of
the orchard shed.

Methodology

Pattan block of District Baramulla was selected as the location of the study.
A list of 45 villages of the block was prepared from which 12 were selected
following random sampling method. From these villages an exhaustive list
of 232 apple growers was prepared. In selecting the respondents two criteria
were applied:

1. That the growers owned and managed their own apple orchards, and
2. That the age of the orchards was more than 20 years.

Following a random number sampling method 100 respondents were
ultimately selected for the study.

The analytical framework of the study included statistical tools like linear
correlation, multiple regression analysis, path analysis and principal
component analysis (factor analysis).

Results and Discussion

Table-1 presents the coefficients of correlation between productivity of apple
and the twenty antecedent variables.

It was found that the variables average family education, media exposure
and cost of production were positively and significantly correlated with the
variable, net returns from apple.

Family education was positively and significantly correlated with the net
returns. The very nature of the family process generally goes interactive,
collective and sharing. Education in a family becomes actional in collective
terms since mutual learning is the very integral part of any family life process.
Family education, thus, had got arole in increasing the managerial efficiency
of the entrepreneurial family.
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Table — 2. Rank order of the technological needs of respondents in

dairying
S. Subject matter areas Mean Rank
No. score order (n=56)
1. Balanced diet 2.429 I
2. Health care and sanitation 2.214 I
Care of pregnant animals and new
born calf 2.211 I
4. Right way of milking 2.071 v
Maintenance of cattle shed 1.964 \%
6. Processing of milk and preparation
of milk products 1.946 VI
7. Rearing of animals 1.895 VIl
8. Cultivation of fodder crops 1.786 VIII

Average mean score...2.065

It could be observed from the above table that the respondents considered
balanced diet, health care and sanitation, care of pregnant animals and new
born calf and correct procedure of milking as the most important areas of
technologies compared to the others. Sushasini (1981), Verma and Singh
(1994) also reported that farm women preferred the same areas of training.

The following table gives the correlation between the socio-personal factors
and technological needs of the respondents in dairying.

It could be observed from table — 3 that caste and family income had shown
negatively significant relationship at 0.05 per cent level with technological needs
in dairying. It implies that higher the caste and family income, lower is the degree
of technological need of respondents in dairy. Farm experience and participation
in animal husbandry had a positively significant relationship at .05 per cent level.
It could be inferred that as the farm experience and participation in animal
husbandry increases, their desire for knowing technologies related to dairying
also increases. The other factors have not shown any significant relationship
with the technological needs cf the respondents.
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Table - 3 Correlation between the socio-personal factors and
technological needs of the respondents in dairying.

S.No. Variables Dairying
l. Age -.1454
2. Caste -.3232*
3. Education -.0466
4. Type of Family -.0421
5. Size of the Family -.1619
6. Category of the respondent -.0767
7. Ownership of Land -.1582
8. Family Income -.2188*
9. Farm experience .1996*
10. Participation in agriculture -.0219
11. Participation in horticulture -.0657
12. Particination in animal husbandry 2060%

* significant at .05 level, ** significant at .01 level

Conclusion

The study reveals that the respondents were not aware of the importance
of proportions of balanced diet. The respondents also consider that balanced
diet, health care and right way of milking are some of the important areas
of technologies they would like to learn. Hence, it is suggested that short
duration training programmes on dairy practices would be useful to the farm
women in acquiring the latest technical knowledge and skills with regard
to dairying. In addition to training, the women are to be provided with proper
institutional services like establishment of milk cooperative, credit and
marketing which will enhance their managerial abilities in dairying.
Simultaneously, research system should develop specific need based
technologies, especially in those segments of dairying in which women are
actively contributing.
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