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opportunity because unlike Bundelkhand region, the trend in the village is
to rear buffaloes and (keeping less unproductive cattle) in this region harsh
climate is attributed as reason for less production and infertility of cattle.
The another positive feature of the village is low animal pressure (1.3/ha)
as compared to 2.3 animals/ha in the Datia block, lower grazing pressure
and higher grazing intensity than the Datia block as such (ICRA, 1998). The
buffaloes to cattle ratio in village is two, while in Bundelkhand, even in
administrative blocks of higher number of buffaloes, the ratio varies from
0.35 to 0.68 (ICRA, 1998). Due to the attitude of keeping desi buffaloes
or murrah buffaloes, the number of animals/irrigated area in the village is
lower (3.5) than the Datia block (7.3). ICRA, 1998 study finds that keeping
the unproductive cattle in more number encourages free range grazing, while
keeping a less number of productive animals encourages stall feeding,
therefore the curse of annapratha could be reduced.

Based on the study, the following recommendations can be made

1. Efforts to increase productivity of animals

2. Increasing the area under kharif cultivation

3. Increasing production efficiency of rakar soils through ber/aonla based

community silvi pastures.

For enhancing fertility of animals and increasing productivity of animals,
the following research themes are suggested for further investigation and
development, which can be taken up on a priority basis.

1. Increase area under irrigated and on irrigated fodder on private lands
2. Develop community fodder production systems in wastelands

3. Genetic conversion of animals

The importance of Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) as an analytical tool
and as a training tool was realized positively. The information collected in
the village is in agreement with various other studies conducted in the past,
the study also provided issues of disagreement with earlier studies. The
PRA tools helped to make in depth participatory analysis for bringing
out new emerging issues of conducting further investigations and make
recommendations.
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