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ADVANCEMENT 

L.S. Bareth * and J.D. Sarkar** 

India li ves in village , wh ich observe enormous cultu ral d iversity and has a 

deeper reflection on their occupational and agricultu ral practices. The rigid 

and regimented belief system that the illiterate rural fo lk possesses hardly 

undergo material change so as to cope and mobi lize with the emerging changes 

in agricultural processes and rural upli ftment as a consequence of modernization 

and technological advancement in agriculture. The change in attitude & perception, 

motivation & learning abil ities requires a great deal of persuasion. To bring 

about a desirab le change in the attitude & perception, motivation & behavior 

of the low motivated and fewerneed oriented farmers with lower need satisfaction 

level , challenges the existing drive for adoption of modem technology. The 

new varieties of agricultural practices and process as well as incorporation 

of norms and val ues of modern social order in to their social system and 

religious observance is called for in all these activities need to be adopted 

and incorporated for the total upliftment and transformation of rural social 

system and their occupational dynamics in agricultural process. The role of 

opinion leaders cannot be under-estimated . However, with the emergence of 

Panchayat Raj in Madhya Pradesh, as constituti onal provision , the role of 

opinion leaders have been delegated to the elected! nominated members i.e . 

Panch and Sarpanch. Though it appears that elected members of Panchayati 

Raj may be substituted in place of opinion leaders , but in reality this hardl y 

happens, as the opinion leaders with their power of domination, experti zation, 

initiation and high order interpersonal attraction may retain and undertake the 

vi ll age leadership with them in various matters of agricultural advancement, 

community development and rural upliftment. Potenti ality that makes an 

individual to undertake and discharge the leadership responsibilities in any 
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socio-political setting and in all probability, even in the changed situation of 

Panchayati Raj being in operation in villages, the roles and significance of 

opinion leaders cannot be minimized. 

The present study was carried out in six villages of Dharsewa block of Raipur 

district of Chhattisgarh region of M.P. to assess the role of op inion leaders 
in rural development & community advancement. Although this study is 

microscopic in nature , the se lected villages represent in general the 

agro-climatic and soc io-economic condition of the Chhatti sgarh region. 
Dharsewa block has been selected purposively. It consists of 119 vill ages . 

6 vill age located withi n the radius of 10 kms were selected randomly. Atleast 

8 farmers from each of the bi g, middle and small categories were randoml y 
selected from a vi ll age. The 25 farmers who constituted the sampl e farmers 

in each of the 6 vill ages were as ked to identify thei r opinion leaders , whose 

opinion in vill ages on various issues of rural deve lopment matters was 
important . On th e. basis of a soc io-metric technique , those sampl e farmers 

identifi ed 30 opinion leaders from the six villages who functioned as one 
of the change agents in di s eminating knowledge and information to the 

farmers to their respective viJlages. The relative roles played by other change 

e.g. Govt. Official s, Agricultural University, Gram Sewak etc. were also 
evaluated. In addition to these change agents, the effectiveness of mass medi a 

in communication and di ssemination of agricultural inform ation and 

knowledge of farmers through various agricultural programme was also 
evaluated. The data was collected through personal interview method, processed 

in accordance to stat istical requirements. On the basis of results of the study 

the following inferences can be made . 

Application and adoption of modern agricultural technology 

Adoption and application of traditional system of agricultural practices by 

common farmers reveal that they have not been enlightened and awakened 
to the adoption of modern agricultural technology to the extent they ought 

to be . The strong hold of the traditional belief system in the application and 

adoption of traditional agricultural system together with a high order 
confidence and tru st are so deeply rooted , rigidly practiced and regimentally 
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operated that the effo rts made by Govt. and other change age nt have hardly 

penetrated into the strong belief system and actu a li zed them to change and 

adopt the modern agricultural technology. On the contrary, the relative role 

effectiveness amo ng the en li ghte ned farmers was so strong and sti mulating 

th at they were ab le to change their traditional belief system abo ut agricultural 

practices , developed confide nce and credibility in the adop tion and 

app li cation of modem agric ultura l technology through grad ual feed back 

system based on agricultural returns. 

In the li ght of the interpretation,· it is ev ident that constant and continuous 

efforts and persuasion on the part of various change agents be made so as 

to make the con~mon farmers awakened to the appl ication and adoption of 

the modern agricultural tech nology through gradual change in their traditional 

belief system and e levation of their leve l of confidence packages and practices . 

Relative role effectiveness of various public and private 
agencies as change agents 

Resu lts revea l that the emergence of Agricultural Department of Govt. of 

M.P. ranked I as the most potential source of change agents in the appl icati on 

and adoption of modern agricultural technology followed by R.A.E.O. 

(Ag. Supervisor) at rank II. The ro le of Agricul tural uni versity in the adoption 

of agri cu ltural technology has been fo und to be at rank III whereas the role 

effectiveness of opinion leaders has been placed at rank IV, Such relative role 

effectiveness in their sequenti al order of efforts made and effectiveness 

acknow ledged, indicates that agricultu ral personnel engaged in Agriculture 

department have extended their effective and efficient servi ces in the 

di ssemi nation of ex tension education among the farmers of the sample vi II ages . 

The R .A.E.O., who were placed at rank II for their role effectiveness among 

the farme rs were a lso Govt. servants. The cumulative effect and efforts made 

by Govt. personnel, th us significantl y out-weigh the roles played by other 

change agents, particularly the agriculture uni versity and opinion leaders. The 

role effectiveness of agriculture uni versity has been fou nd relatively less 

efficient and ineffective. On rel ative assessment, the role effectiveness of even 

opinion leaders, which figured at IV, is not very effective. As such , the OLs 
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are the real transmitters of agricultural information to farmers, which acquire 

from various primary change agents like Govt. agencies and Ag ri culture 

Uni vers ity. The secondary sources of acqui sition of extension educati on in 

agri cultural practices and the ir di ssemin ation among the fa rmers are bound 

to be infe ri or and lesser effecti ve unless and until they are supported and backed 

by initi ation, confidence and involvement of opinion leaders themse lves . One 

of the primary reasons of the OLs. Being re latively less effective and lesser 

effi cient i that they may not be in possession of requi site amoun t of leadership 

potentiality by virtue of which they wo uld be able to generate general awareness 

in the di s eminati on of agri cultu ral education among the fa rmers. Simil arl y 

the inefficiency on part of the agri cultu ral personnel of the un ivers ity may 

be attributed not on ly to the in effecti ve uni vers ity adm ini strati on but a lso 

to lack of service oriented attitude, functional in volvement and duty- bound 

temperament unlike the agri cultu ral personnel of the Govt. of M.P. 

It is e sential that general awareness among the agri culture personnel regardless 

of thei r being gainfu lly pl aced in pri vate or public organi zati on, service orientation 

and fa ith ful observance of their du ties has to be inculcated fo r be in g effective 

and efficient to their clients and customers. Simi larly, effecti ve training programmes 

need to be organi zed for inculcation, transmi ssion and acqui siti on of effecti ve 

leadership qualities among the op inion leaders. The moti vation and morale that 

the Govt. personnel have shown in the appli cation and adopti on of agricul ture 

technology in the sample vil-lages provides an example and lead fo r the ro le 

adoption among the opinion leaders and agriculture uni versi ty personne l. 

Role effectiveness of Audio-Visual Change agents 

Among all the A .V. ch ange age nts, TV has emerged as the most potenti al 

source of change amo ng the fa rmers, fo ll owed by Radio as the second so urce. 

Pri nted materials occupi ed the third pl ace a sou rce of change, whereas 

Kri shi-patrika pl aced at rank IV. These re lat ive ro le effectiveness of vari ous 

A.V. change age nts account prim ari ly the coverage of the media and chan ne l 

through which the message is transmitted among the far mers. A such, TV 

is mos t pote ntial and powerfu l medi a of communication on the ground s that 

it covers two i. e . the visual and the auditory, and the j oint effect of these 
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two obviously out-weighs the effectiveness of any one as an independent 

source of communication. It is further observed that auditory media is less 

effective than the vis ual one. Consequently TV is the most potential transmitter 

of communication followed by radio which transmits the message only 

through auditory media .Printed materials or krishi patrika are relatively less 

effect ive. As such, level of illiteracy among the farmers also functions as 

an inhibitory function in the dissemination of education through printed 

materials or Krishi patrika. The printed materials when distributed and 

handed over to the farmers obviously exercise more effectiveness than the 

krishi patrika because of their relativel y more frequent of operations, personal 

involvement of the change agents and verbal presentation of the strength 

and weakness of various agricultural practices and packages. Krishi patrika. 

On the contrary is not so frequent and easily available to all the farmers. 

It is a source of transmi ss ion of knowledge and information about agric ultural 

advancement only among the enlightened and literate farmers. 

The strength and weakness inherent in each of these A. V. change agent 

provides sufficient strength for their acceptance. The role effectiveness of 

TV fo ll owed by radio , thus function as widely acceptable sources of change 

among the farmers. 

The consistent role effect iveness of TV and radio in their relative order of 

effectiveness in the dissemination of extension education amo ng the farmers 

need further reinforcement by all those who are in some way or other 

associated with ag ricul tural advancement and rural reco nst ructi on in India. 

The literacy mission launched by G.O.I. and publication of a large number 

of printed m ateria ls and krishi patrika may further accelerate and krishi 

patrika may further accelerate and improve the general awareness among 

the farmers for the application and adoptio n of modem agricultural technology. 

Effectiveness of opinion leaders in rural development and 
community advancement 

The results on the role effectiveness of the opinion leaders (OLs) in di sseminating 

various rural development schemes and community advancement programmes 

have not been found effectively mobilized , so as to materially affect the rural 

January - Jun e, 2003 71 



~ ------------------

reconstruction and their material prosperity. As such , they were successful 

in generati"ng general awareness to a certain extent particularly in recreational 

programmes and general health improvement packages of the live stock that 

they have , but they have mi serably failed in generating the additional financial 

resources by helping them to set up supportive agro-industrial organization. 

The OLs were also ineffec tive in mobilizing and bringin g a soc ial distance 

that exists between the Govt . officials , the farmers and the OLs themselves. 

The soc ial distance that exists between the farmers and the Govt. Officials 

and the inability of OLs to bridge the social distance between them have a 

deeper impact on the implementation of various rural development programmes 

and community advancement projects. They function as inhibitory factors in 

generating and promoting interpersonal relationship which is rather a key to 

accelerate all development .The social distance that exists between the farmers 

and the Govt. officials provides reflections upon the inherent traits of personality 

in them. The feeling of dominance and superiority comp lex on the part of 

Govt. offic ials promoted a feel ing of fear and inferiority complex among the 

farmers thereby wide ning then social distance between them and obstructing 

the successfu l operation and execution of the developmental task on one hand , 

whereas it has generated inhibitory effects on the part of the farmers in 

cu lti vating and promoting self confidence, initiation, interpersonal cooperation 

and human relation. The e inherent trait of personality interact together 

yielding a bond of social distance, which gradually appears to widen rather 

than being bridged. In this prespective, the role of OLS in bridging the social 

distance between Govt. officials and the farmers becomes a vital problems 

of rural reconstruction and so long as the social distance between them 

continuous and inhibitory factors interact, there can hardly be any real advancement 

in rural India. The whole hearted participation and deep involvement in various 

development programmes in vite the attention of al I concerned in mral reconstruction 

programme to bridge the social distance between the Govt. officials, the farmers 

and the village leaders. 

The Govt. officials have to change their mode and methods of interacting with 

farmers and OLs by a way of transforming their attitudes and behavior. The 

dominant, tough minded behavioral approach to rural people of the Govt. officials 

72 Janua ry - Jun e, 2003 



MANAGE Extension Research Review 

needs to be transformed into a tender touch approach accompanied with a feeling 

of love, affection, sympathy and belongings to rural setting and rural folk . As 

such, it is not only the material and concession given to the villagers by the 

Govt. that may bring rural prosperity but it is the psychological interaction and 

soc io-cultural affinity among the Govt. Officials, the OLs and the villagers that 

may help the villagers in attaining real rural development for welfare and well­

being of the rural folk in India. 

The success story of rural reconstruction in India, therefore, depends upon 

the extent reconstruction in India, upon the extent to which a bond of 

harmonious human relation is promoted and developed amo ng the Govt. 

Official s, the farmers and village leaders. The real task is to generate a fee lin g 

of trust and confidence among the farmers fo r their participation and invol vement 

in various developmental tasks launched by Govt. and non-Govt. agencies. 

It is rather more important for the Govt. officials and OLs to bring about 

a significant departure from their traditional belief system and help them 

to catch up and hold new belief in modern agricultural technology and a 

new way of perceiving the world around them. Perhaps harmonization of 

the vi ll age fo lk with externals who have prevented them to transform their 

material status and quality of life through rural reconstruction in India. The 

externals have to see, translate and transform their attitude, belief sys tem , 

perceptual process and action tendencies from the point of rural people with 

certai n specific socio-cultural peculiarities and not otherwise. As such, the 

Govt. Officials involved in rural reconstruction need to widen theirunderstanding 

of rural India and rural folk with a view to promoting a mutual bond of 

interpersonal trust, confidence and adjustment for the well being and welfare 

of rural community. 
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