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sorghum for poultry feed” was implemented in Andhra Pradesh. The research
program followed a Coalition Approach wherein all the partners work together
from conception stage till the end of the project. The coalition partners included
Poultry Experimental Station, Acharya N.G. Ranga Agricultural University
(ANGRAU), Hyderabad; Federation of Farmers Associations (FFA), Hyderabad,
Andhra Pradesh Poultry Federation (APPF), Hyderabad; and Janaki Feeds
(Poultry Feed Manufacturer), Hyderabad, and International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) as the Project Executing Agency.
Under the project improved sorghum cultivars were supplied to farmers to
enhance the productivity of rainy-season sorghum and bring down unit cost of
production and secondly, create a sustainable marketing linkage between
sorghum growers and poultry feed industry through innovative institutional/
marketing arrangements. This paper presents the farmers’ perceptions on
sorghum production and consumption, preferred traits of improved sorghum
cultivars and collective (bulk) marketing of sorghum grain through Farmers’
Association.

Methodology

Study Area

Mahabubnagar and Ranga Reddy districts of Andhra Pradesh, India, where
rainy season sorghum cultivation is predominant were selected for project
implementation at field level. After a thorough study of district profiles, four
mandals (two from each district) namely Jadcherla, Balanagar from
Mahabubnagar district and Chevella and Shabad from Ranga Reddy district
were selected based on area under rainy season sorghum cultivation. Four
villages (one from each mandal) Gangapur, Udityal, Kandawada and Manmarry
were selected for the study. Almost all the sorghum farmers in the selected
villages cultivate traditional yellow sorghum variety, locally called as ‘patcha
jonna’ intercropped with pigeonpea. Village selection was based on the
response from the farmers to participate in project activities, nearness of villages
to regulated market yards, existence of farmers’ clubs/associations and
accessibility of villages in all seasons. The characteristics of the villages chosen
for the trial were broadly on the lines suggested by Ray et al. (1989).
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