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Results and Discussion

A. Research Priorities — Perceived by Farmers

it is observed from table 1 that Agricultural policy research was ranked first by
most of the farmers. The farmers felt that they did not have any credit and co-operative
society facilities so the farmers would have prioritized as first. If appropriate policies
were tailored according to the needs then it would be meaningful for improvement in

jasmine production and disposal too.

Farm constraints analysis ranked second. Every farmer has difficulties and constraints
in jasmine cultivation and its marketing process. To overcome this they felt that farm
constraints need to be concentrated by the researchers, so that, they could get the

solution for appropriate farm policies development, etc.

During the off-season, flowers are wasted without any demand due to lack of storage
facilities. Keeping this in mind, the farmers ranked post harvest analysis as third. Post
harvest research would envisage them to take up any value-added product manufacturing
activities for example scent factories when the demand is not at the expected level at

any stage.

To meet the price fluctuation in marketing and to develop suitable marketing
strategies farmers ranked marketing analysis as fourth. Varietal research was ranked
fifth by the farmers. They felt that only one variety i.e Gundumalli is available in their
area and developing new varieties will increase the yield and their income. Due to the
high incidence of nematode and red spider mite, the farmers ranked pest management
research as sixth. Pruning and fertilizer management got seventh and eighth ranks in the
farmer’s priority. They said, they had enough knowledge on pruning and there was no
need for changes in pruning technologies. Irrigation analysis, weed management and

disease management researches got subsequent ranks.

Over all, the farmers ranked social studies research as the first priority area of
research. Crop improvement was ranked second. Crop protection and production was

the third area for research.
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market research as fifth. Majority of the researchers felt that irrigation analysis was
important and ranked sixth. They felt that without proper irrigation management fertilizer
application does not arise and also felt that irrigation research is limited at present, so
appropriate irrigation recommendation is necessary for farmers. Fertilizer management,
pruning, weed, pest and disease researches got subsequent ranks.

Over all, the researchers ranked crop improvement that is varietal improvement as
the first priority area of research for the betterment of farmers. Social studies was ranked
second. Crop production and protection was the third research priority.

The spearman rank correlation test was worked out to find out whether there existed
any difference between the ranks assigned by the researcher and farmers in ranking the
selected eleven areas of research. The ‘t’ value (0.8481) was not significant indicating
that the researchers and farmers did not differ in ranking the priority research areas.

Table 2. Pair Wise Matrix ranking: Researchers Response
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I. Crop improvement
A Variety A A A A A A A A A A 10 1
I1. Plant production
B lrrigation B D E B B H I B B 5 6
C Fertilizer C c ¢ H 1 J K 4 7*
D Weed E D D H I ] K 2 9
E  Pruning E E H | |} K 4  g*
I1l. Plant protection
F Pest F H I ] K 1 10
G Disease H 1 ) K 0 11
IV. Social studies
H Marketing I ] K 6 5
| Post harvest ] K 7 3
] Farm K 7 4
Constraints
K Agricultural 8 2
Policies

Total is based on number of times each area of research occurred
*- Even though they were having the same total, it was ranked based on the importance given by the farmers
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Conclusions

From the findings of the study it can be concluded that the scientists considered
varietal improvement as the most important area for research followed by the social
research dimension.. Research on crop production and protection was the third priority
area of research. The farmers felt that social studies research needs to be given more
attention followed by varietal improvement research. Research projects on agricultural
policies, analysis of farm constraints, market analysis, post harvest analysis and varietal
improvement may be given priority by the research organizations. Proper cool chain
facilities have to developed to increase the shelf life of jasmine in order to reduce the
post-harvest loss. Suitable strategies need to be formulated to provide the needed facilities
in time. The market information system and export infrastructure have to be strengthened
to ensure supply of the flowers throughout the year/ to get the flowers throughout the
year.
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