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Consequence of Farmers’ Attributes on their Attitude towards Bt Cotton

With a view to studying the consequence of the farmers’ attributes on their attitude
towards Bt Cotton, coefficient of correlation was worked out and results obtained are
presented in Table 2.

1. Age and Attitude towards Bt Cotton

The results of the study revealed negative and significant relationship between
the age of the respondents and their attitude towards Bt Cotton. This means, that the
degree of attitude towards Bt Cotton was found to be more positive with decrease in
their age. The young farmers have higher education, modern view, enthusiasm, scientific .
inspiration, are active and have the ability to understand scientific technology than old
age farmers, which might have played a role in their having a more positive attitude
towards Bt Cotton.

Table 2. Consequence of Farmers’ Attributes on their Attitude towards Bt-cotton

si No. Characteristics _ ‘v’ Value
[Independent variables] (Correlation coefficient)
A. Personal Characteristics
1. Age -0.2228*
2. Education 0.1527*
3 Experience in farming 0.2317*
B. Social Characteristics
4. Type of family -0.2019*
5. Caste 0.0815 NS
6.  Social Participation 0.0369 NS
7. Extension contact 0.2649*
C. Economic Characteristics
8. Occupation -0.2861*
9.  Size of land holding 0.1802*
10.  Annual income 0.0152 NS
11.  lrrigated area 0.1127 NS
D. Psychological Characteristics
11.  Scientific orientation 0.4708*
13.  Risk orientation 0.2860*
14.  Economic motivation 0.2536*

*denotes Significant at 0.05 % level of probability, and NS=Non significant
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Bt Cotton was observed to be almost similar among the farmers from different castes,
whether from higher caste or lower caste. The result indicates that because of the
advantageous quality of Bt Cotton, it was accepted by farmers of all castes.

6. Soci Participation and Attitude towards Bt-Cotton:

The presentation of the results in Table 2 shows that social participation of the
farmers and their attitude towards Bt Cotton was found Non-significantly associated. This
means that the degree of attitude towards Bt Cotton was observed almost similar between
the members and non-members of the social institutions. Due to the economically
advantageous nature of Bt Cotton due to less need of pesticides, the member and non-
member farmers of the social institutions might have understood the importance of Bt
cotton. Thus it can be said that that organizational participation of the farmers had no
impact on their attitude towards Bt Cotton.

7. Extension Contact and Attitude towards Bt Cotton

The information in Table 2 indicates that the relationship between extension
contact of the cotton growers and their attitude towards Bt Cotton was found positive
and significant. It indicates that the farmers with more degree of extension contact with
extension personnel had a more positive attitude towards Bt Cotton than the farmers
with low extension contact. The farmers with more contact with extension personnel
are getting more opportunity to receive the latest knowledge and information. More
knowledge means more understanding regarding the latest facts and technology. More
understanding makes man more positive towards a particular issue. This might be the
reason for more positive attitude among those farmers who had more contact with
extension personnel.

8. Occupation and Attitude towards Bt Cotton

The data presented in Table 2 show that, occupation of the farmers and their attitude
towards Bt- Cotton reflects negative but significant relationship. This means that, as the
number of occupations of the farmer decreases, his attitude towards Bt Cotton becomes
more positive. It is a natural phenomenon that when a person is engaged in more than
one activity he cannot perform well in all the activities. When one concentrates on a
particular activity he can get better results. The same can be applied in the case of cotton
growers. When the farmer is engaged in lesser number of occupations or say only in
farming, he will try to be positive in matters related to his farming occupation from which
he may get more economic returns. This may be the possible cause for the negative and
significant relationship between occupation and the attitude of the farmers towards Bt
Cotton.
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favourable perception towards innovations and this leads them to adopt more improved
varieties. This may be the possible reason for positive significant association between
scientific orientation and farmer’s attitude towards Bt Cotton.

13. Risk Orientation and Attitude towards Bt Cotton

The data in table 2 reflects that the relationship between risk orientation and attitude
of the farmers towards Bt Cotton was positive and significantly associated. This means
with more degree of risk orientation, the farmer becomes more positive towards Bt
Cotton. This is because of the fact that risk orientation is a degree to which a farmer is
oriented to take risk and has courage to face the uncertainties in adoption of the new
and latest technology in the field of his interest. A farmer, who is having a particular trait,
normally will have better knowledge and ultimately do better for getting better economic
returns. This may be the possible reason for positive significant association between risk
orientation and farmer’s attitude towards Bt Cotton.

14. Economic Motivation and Attitude towards Bt Cotton

The results for the relationship between economic motivation and the attitude of the
farmers towards Bt Cotton shows positive and significant association. This means that,
the greater the degree of economic motivation, the more positive is the farmer towards
Bt Cotton. In the case of Bt Cotton, since it gives more returns per unit area, though there
is initially more expenditure incurred in purchase of the seed and other primary inputs,
farmers with greater economic motivation tend to take initial risks.

Conclusion

From the above findings it can be concluded that a majority of the farmers had
neutral attitude towards Bt Cotton. Young farmers with experience of farming and better
education were found to have a more positive attitude towards Bt Cotton. Negative and
significant association was observed between type of family, occupation and the attitude
of the farmers towards Bt Cotton. Caste, Social participation, Irrigated land holding,
annual income were found non-significantly related with the attitude of the farmers
towards Bt Cotton. Positive and significant correlation was found between economic
motivation, extension contact, land holding, risk orientation, scientific orientation and
the attitude of the farmers towards Bt Cotton.

The extension agency can use these criterion in building a favourable attitude
towards Bt Cotton among the farmers.
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