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Obijectives

1. To study the personal, socio-economic and extension related characteristics of
women heading the farm households.

2. To understand the role-played in decision making by the women heading the
households.

3. To suggest strategies for the development of women heading the households.

Methodology

The study was undertaken in Andhra Pradesh with a sample of 270 women headed
householdsdistributed in 27 villages of 9 mandals of three districts in Coastal, Rayalaseema
and Telangana regions of the state. The data were collected from the sample women in
a pre-tested questionnaire through personal interview and group discussions. The data
were tabulated and subjected to averages, percentages and correlations.

Findings
Age

The results reveal that a majority of the sample women belonged to the active age
group of 31-50 years. The percentage of sample women above 50 years was more
(12.22%) in Telangana region, while the percentage of women less than 30 years of age
was high (34.44%) in Coastal region.

Literacy
lliteracy was wide-spread, being 86 per cent among sample women while among
the remaining 14 per cent, majority had primary education.

Marital Status

About 69 per cent of the women were widows, accounting for 75.56 per cent in
Telangana region, 67.78 per cent in Coastal and 63.33 per cent in Rayalaseema region.
About 12.59 per cent of the sample was with disabled husbands. There were more
deserted women in Rayalaseema region as compared to other regions.

Type of Family

About 97 per cent of the sample families belonged to the nuclear type and only 3
per cent belonged to joint families. Maximum number of small families were found in
Coastal region as compared to the other two regions.
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Farm Experience

Farming experience among majority of the sample women was 10 years and less.
A similar pattern existed among regions, but with 16 to 20 years in Rayalaseema region.
Thus, majority had fairly good farming experience.

Land Size

The average operational land size for the sample was 1.82 acres and it was 2.67
acres in Rayalaseema region, 1.50 acres in Coastal region and 1.28 acres in Telangana
region. Sizable leased in land i.e. owner-cum-tenant operated farmers could be observed
only in the Coastal region.

Crops Grown

The major crops grown on the sample farms in the Coastal region were paddy during
first and second seasons. In Rayalaseema the sample women grew groundnut as the
major crop and only 10 farmers also had mulberry during the first season, while paddy
and groundnut were sown during the second season. In Telangana region 5 crops viz.,
cotton, paddy, red gram, red gram + cotton, red gram + green gram, subabul and chilli
were grown in kharif season while in rabi season only paddy was grown.

Irrigation

As regards sources of irrigation, canal irrigation was predominant in the Coastal
region, while well irrigation was the predominant source of irrigation in the other two
regions.

Family income

Overall, the total family income worked out to Rs.16,622 per family. It was a
maximum of Rs.17,633 in the Coastal region and minimum of Rs.14,807 in the Telangana
region with Rs.17,427 per farm in Rayalaseema. Among the sources, crop enterprise
accounted for 54 per cent and other allied farm enterprises put together worked out
to 66.66 per cent. The balance of 33.72 per cent was from sources like wages, petty
business etc. In other sources, wage income was the maximum in all the regions.

Social Participation

Of the 270 sample women, 63 per cent could participate in Self-Help-Groups
(SHGs). The percentage of participation in SHGs varied from 52 percent in Telangana
region to as high as 80 per cent in Rayalaseema region. The Coastal region was in
between with almost 57 per cent.
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Extension Contact

A handful of respondents had extension contact, only in Coastal and Rayalaseema regions.

Exposure to Mass Media

Television was found to be an effective mass media that was utilized by a few sample
women for entertainment purposes. Other media like radio, news papers, magazines
etc., were utilized by a negligible size of the sample.

Involvement of Women in Decision-Making

Decision making ability refers to the ability of the farm woman to take decisions
regarding various activities related to the farm and home.
The major decision areas identified for the study are:

{a) Farm Production
b) Livestock Production

(

() Home

(d) Financial and
(e} Social

The major activities under each area were identified and the responses from the
sample women regarding their involvement were elicited. The results of the analysis are
discussed in this section.

a) Decisions related to Farm Production

The extent of involvement of sample women in the decisions concerning farm
production was analyzed and the results are depicted in Table -1.

About 66 per cent of the sample women were involved in the decisions concerning
farm production activities, individually, as can be inferred from Table 1, while about
27 per cent of respondents were involved in decision making process on a consultative
basis. These consultations were usually made with family members, neighbours and
peer group. Thus, in total, about 93 per cent of the 270 sample women were involved in
making decisions concerning the farm activities. Among the regions a maximum of 96
per cent (68 + 28) respondents in Telangana region were involved in making decisions
relating to farm production activities, followed by 93 (62+31) per cent in Coastal region
and 90 (70+20) per cent in Rayalaseema region.

Among the various farm production activities on which decisions were normally
taken, the involvement of sample women in decision-making in those activities was also
assessed as can be noted from Table- 1.
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Further it can be seen from Table 1 that maximum number of sample women were
involved in the decisions concerning the activity of ‘arranging wage labour’. Three
important activities, in which more respondents were involved in decision making related
to ‘what crops to cultivate’, How much ‘area to be sown under each crop” and Where to
sell food grains'? followed by decisions concerning seed selection, quantum of fertilizer
use, irrigation etc. Comparatively low involvement was observed in decisions concerning
buying land and farm implements, which were not frequently occurring activities in the
farming environment. A similar trend was observed across the three regions.

b) Decisions related to Livestock Production

Livestock enterprise in general supplements the farm income at regular intervals.
Of the 270 sample women, 70 had livestock, in addition to crop production. Therefore,
the extent of involvement of women in decisions concerning livestock activities was

assessed and the responses are presented in Table 2.

It can be observed from Table 2 that overall, out of 70 livestock rearing sample
women about 64 per cent were involved in livestock rearing decisions, while 16 were
not involved. Among the regions, the maximum involvement of 84 per cent could
be seen in Coastal region, while it was minimal in Telangana region with 57 per cent
with Rayalaseema region being 62 per cent. Low percentage of women involvement in
livestock production decisions in Telangana and Rayalaseema regions is more a matter

of concern.

A further perusal of Table 2 indicates that among the various activities, the
involvement in decision making was fairly high in the decisions concerning type and
number of livestock to be maintained and in buying and selling of animals. However,
the involvement seemed to be low in decisions concerning artificial insemination and
health care of animals. Therefore, overall, it is inferred that the extension advice on
livestock rearing, particularly creating awareness on artificial insemination and animal

health care practices has to be strengthened.
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Table 2. Involvement in Decision Making by Women Heading the Households in
Livestock Production Activities
{No. of respondents 70)

S s Coastal Rayalaseema Telangana Overall
Activities Total

No. | M NI | M NI I CM NI | M NI

1 Typeof B 5 1 7 5 4 17 7 10 3y 17 16 70
livestock to be
kept

2 Number of 15 3 1 10 2 4 17 7 1 42 12 16 70
livestock to be
kept

3 Feeding of 13 5 1 10 3 3 19 5 " 42 13 15 70
balanced
ration

4 Vaccinationof 12 4 3 5 4 7 12 7 6 29 15 26 70
animals

5  Castration 8 3 8 2 6 5 2 18 14 38 70

6 Arificial 7 3 9 3 5 3 26 16 11 43 70
insemination

7 Treatment of 11 6 4 3 5 7 14 8 12 28 19 23 70
sick animals

8 Buying/ 13 4 2 2 9 5 15 8 12 30 21 19 70
selling of
livestock

Overall Averag~ 17 4 3 5 5 6 M 6 30 15 BN
Overall percentage  vs.i6 21.05 1579 3125 3125 375 40 1714 4286 4286 2143 3571 -

Note: | = Individual, CM =Consultative Mode, NI = Not Involved

c) Decisions related to Home Activities

In women-headed households, the responsibility of taking decisions relating to
home activities mostly rested on the women. In the home decision area, 13 major
activities were identified and the responses received are presented in Table 3.

The data in Table 3, portrays the fact that overall 61.48 per cent of the sample
women were involved in making home related decisions individually. Another 18 per
cent were involved in a consultative manner with the family members. Both put together
shows that about 79 per cent of the sample women were involved in home related
decisions, while about 21 per cent were not involved. Among the regions, as can be
inferred from Table 3, about 82 per cent sample women in Coastal region, 81 per cent in
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Rayalaseema region and about 75 per cent in Telangana region were involved in home
related decisions.

Among the thirteen home related activities considered, a high percentage of
respondents were involved in decision making in activities like ‘type of food to be
cooked, ‘medical treatment to family members’, buying clothes and food materials.
However, majority of the women were not involved in the decisions relating to repair
and renovation of house, children’s education, marriages etc., probably as these occur
in the families once in a while.

Table 3. Involvement in Decision Making by the Women Heading the Households in
Home Activities

(No. of respondents 270)

s.  Activities Coastal Rayalaseema Telangana Overall Total
ota

No. I CM NI I CM NI I CM NI I CM NI

1 lypeoffood 83 7 - 86 3 1T 84 4 2 253 14 3 270

to be cooked

2 Children’s 5 14 23 56 11 23 49 11 30 158 36 76 270
education

3 Construction 39 27 24 47 15 28 41 17 32 127 59 84 270
of a new
house

4 Repair 46 31 13 63 10 17 49 14 27 158 55 57 270
[renovation
of existing
house

5  Children’s 54 13 23 60 10 20 49 1 30 163 34 73 270
purchases

6  Medical 65 23 2 69 17 4 65 2 4 199 61 10 270
treatment
of family
members

7 Ageof 4 20 24 60 8 22 483 8 34 154 36 80 270
schooling

8 Level and 42 28 20 59 9 22 48 8 34 149 45 76 270
type of
schooling

9  Ageof 40 27 23 38 18 34 20 27 43 98 72 100 270
marriage
for son/
daughter
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10 Selection 39 26 25 31 26 33 20 29 41 9 81 99 270
of match
for son /
daughter

11 Preparation 49 18 23 63 7 20 54 9 27 166 34 70 270
of household
articles like
baskets,
mats,
processed
foods etc.
12 Buying 68 20 2 76 13 1 72 18 - 216 51 3 270
clothes
for self
and family
members
13
Buyingfood 77 12 2 80 9 1 72 18 - 229 39 2 270
materials /
household
items
Overall 54 20 16 61 12 17 52 15 23 166 48 56 270
Average

OverallPercentage 60 2222 1778 6778 1555 1889 5778 1667 2556 6148 1778 2074 100
Note: | = Individual, CM =Consultative Mode, NI = Not Involved

d) Decisions related to Finance

In a farm household, finance management is a critical area of decision-making.
Therefore, the extent of involvement of the women in decisions related to finance was
analyzed and the results are furnished in Table 4.

From Table 4, it can be seen that overall, more than 90 per cent of the sample
women were involved in making decisions concerning financial matters, while
only about 8.52 per cent were not involved at all. Among the financial activities,
majority of sample women were involved in deciding how much to spend on different
activities, on day-to-day spending, taking loans / credit and repayment, because the
responsibility of arranging credit and repaying the same lies with the women heading
the household.

&



















