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Methodology

For the present investigation Mehsana Taluka of Mehsana district of Gujarat State
was selected purposively, because various programmes on cotton cultivation are
implemented by the State Government and KVK through Cotton Mini Mission-Il from the
last two-three years in the district. It is one of the potential Talukas of the state, where
agricuiture is well developed and a majority of the population of the district is dependent
upon agriculture and animal husbandry. The farmers of the region are progressive in
nature and adopt new technologies in their farming. Thus, many of the cotton growers of
this taluka have adopted Bt-Cotton since the last 6-7-years.

[t was felt necessary to know the problems of the cotton growers regarding cultivation
of Bt-Cotton and to understand the present status of this technology. So far, there is no
any work carried out to understand constraints of the cotton growers in cultivation of
Bt-Cotton in this Taluka of the state. Ten villages were selected randomly from Mehsana
taluka, and a random sample of 150 cotton growers was purposively selected from the
selected villages for the study. The data were collected from the respondents by personal
interview. Statistical methods like mean, percentage and rank were used to analyze the
data. Data pertains to the year 2007.

Results and Discussion

1. Constraints faced by the Cotton Growers in Cultivation of Bt. Cotton

Some important constraints faced by the cotton growers in Bt. Cotton cultivation
are presented here. The respondents were requested to express the constraints faced by
them and from these constraints the most important ones were shortlisted and ranked
according to their frequency and percentage and are presented in Table 1.

The presentation of the data in table 1 clearly indicates that among the most
important constraints of the cotton growers in cultivation of Bt. Cotton, the first was
the high price of seed mentioned by cent per cent of the cotton growers. It is a fact that
price of the Bt. Cotton seed is always higher as compared to the other crops. Though the
government has fixed the prices of Bt. Cotton, farmers may not get the seeds in sufficient
quantity from government agencies and forced to ubtain the seeds from private parties.
Secondly farmers may not have cash at the time so they have to purchase the seeds
from other sources.The second major problem of the farmers in cultivation of Bt. Cotton
was the duplicate seed or unavailability of pure seed faced by nearly 70.00 per cent of
the respondents. The possible reason for this constraint may be the presence of private
parties and local breeders producing Bt. seeds. Due to unavailability of money at the
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