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through different media among the farming community and motivated other farmers
to purchase the certified seed directly from the producers of ‘Varur’ village. At the
market rate of  Rs. 50/kg, 430 gtl. certified seed worth Rs. 21.50 lakh was sold by
the village. The producers also used cell phone for marketing of chickpea seed.
These farmers kept some seed for themselves to ensure timely availability of quality
seed in their village. This is a good example of market-led extension.

b. Another chickpea seed production programme was implemented in Tambhere
village of Ahmednagar district in 2007-08. The breeder seed of ‘Digvijay’ variety of
chickpea was supplied to 12 farmers at the cost of Rs.4500/qtl. and implemented
on 7.10 ha. area. The technical guidance was provided by University scientists
and registration was by District Seed Certification and Seed Certification Agency,
Ahmednagar. This village produced 101.69 qtl. foundation seed of chickpea.
The average productivity was 14.29 qtl./ha. A total 82.80 gtl. processed seed was
purchased by Seed Cell Unit of MPKV, Rahuri @ Rs. 3000/qtl. from the producers
and sold to other farmers. The details of this seed production programme along with
cost of production and economic benefit received by the farmers is presented in
Table 2.

c. A good example of market-led extension has been realized through formation of
women FSCs. A woman member farmer of FSC, Mrs. Vanita Gunjal from Kandali
village of Pune district produces continental vegetables for marketing in five-star
hotels such as Taj and Oberoi in metropolitan cities like Pune and Mumbai. She
owns a meager land of 1.87 ha., but the satellite marketing under the guidance of
university scientists has reaped her rich benefits. MPKV is also providing guidance
on vegetable production techniques and post harvest management aspects. After
grading and packaging, vegetables are dispatched to Mumbai by road transport.
Marketing of these exotic vegetables is done under the trade name of Green Pallavi
Farms and Sales. She is getting Rs.25000/month monetary returns and higher prices
for vegetables during off-season also, because she is cultivating vegetables as per
demand of the hotels. Mrs. Gunjal is a winner of the N.G.Ranga Farmer Award for
Diversified Agriculture (2005-06) of the ICAR, New Delhi.

d.  Another member farmer of FSC, Shri. Hanumant Gajare from Aran village of Solapur
district has put forth an ideal example of market-led agriculture through bumper and
market oriented pomegranate production in the scarcity zone. He has cultivated
Phule Bhagawa pomegranate variety released by MPKV, Rahuri on 1.20 ha. area.
The technical information has been received through participation in activities of
FSC, from scientists of MPKV and NRC for pomegranate. The pomegranate farm of
this farmer is certified by EUREPGAP under the guidance of University scientists.
He produced on an average 65 tonnes of pomegranate per ha. and realized a total
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income of Rs.17.50 lakh (2006), Rs.31.90 lakh (2007) and Rs.37.20 lakh (2008)
through pomegranate export to European countries. He received a market rate of
Rs.70/Kg. He incurred an expenditure of Rs 3.00 lakh.

Apart from these examples, the innovative approach of Farmer-Scientist Forum has
led to Farmer to Farmer extension and this market-led extension in FSF has helped in
reduction in cost of cultivation and increased monetary returns through value addition
and marketing. Some of the member farmers of FSCs have achieved outstanding awards
at the national and state level.

Table 2. Expenditure and benefit of Chickpea Seed Village Programme during rabi 2007-08

Farmers | Area | Costof | Raw | Processed | Non- Rateof | Rateof Total Benefit
code | (ha.) | cultivation | seed | seed yield | processed | processed | Nom- | amount (Rs.)
Rs) | Vel | ) | seed (ql) | seed Rs) | Processed | (g
(qtl.) seed (Rs.)
Al 0.60 1856000 | 11.8019.60 2.03 300000 §2000.00 | 32860.00 | 24300.00
All 0.60 1 /500.00 |10.46|8.10 2.21 30vu.00 | 2000.00 | 28720.00 { 21220 0N
Alll 1.00 [ 12650.00 |13.49]10.50 2.80 3000.00 ] 2000.00 | 37100.00 | 24450.0u
AV 0.80 )10470.00 }13.791 1110 250 3000.00 | 2000.00 138300.00 | 27830.00
AV 0.60 [7000.00 |6.86 |5.70 1.04 3000.00 §2000.00 | 19180.00 [ 12180.00
AVI 0.40 |4840.00 {4.47 1390 0.62 3000.00 |2000.00 | 12940.00 { 8100.00
AVl 1030 [3670.00 |3.19 |2.40 0.73 3000.00 | 2000.00 | 8660.00 |[4990.00
AVIIL 10.20 | 2630.00 |2.83 |240 0.37 3000.00 |2000.00 | 7940.00 |5310.00
AlX 0.20 | 2500.00 |3.18 ]2.40 0.72 3000.00 ] 2000.00 | 8640.00 | 6140.00
AX 0.20 1260000 |3.53 (270 0.77 3000.00 | 2000.00 | 9640.00 { 7040.00
AXI 1.60 | 20000.00 [ 19.65 | 16.50 2.87 3000.00 ] 2000.00 | 55240.00 | 35240.00
AXIl  10.60 {7000.00 |8.44 |7.50 0.81 3000.00 }2000.00 | 24120.00 | 17120.00
Total |7.10 | 89420.00 | 10169 [82.80 |17.47 | 3600000 |24000.00 |283340.00 | 193920.00

Conclusion

The paper leads to conclude that the present extension system needs to be re-oriented
from mere production-orientation to a more demand driven and market driven system
to meet the challenges of agricultural development in general and improving livelihoods
of the resource poor in particular. Hence, all the key players i.e. public institutions,
private agencies and non-governmental organizations should make concrete efforts
towards pluralistic partnership and convergence among them. In this line, the proposed
paradigm of market-led extension system provides clear directions to all the stakeholders
in agriculture development. Further, the concept of Farmer-Scientist Forum of MPKV has
played a crucial role in promoting market-led extension.
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