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(Narmatha er al. 2009). However, Tulachan et al. (2000) and Javed (2006) in
their study have reported that in livestock and poultry farming, women perform
the most, in their rearing and management. Their participation is from cleaning
the sheds to marketing of bi-products. Keeping this fact in view, the present
study was undertaken to find out the role performance of farm women in livestock
management in rice-livestock farming system.

Methodology

The investigation was carried out in Odisha state. Balasore district of Odisha
was purposively selected for the study as rice is cultivated in more than 80 per
cent of the total cultivated land in the district and most of farming systems there,
are based on rice farming. All the twelve community development blocks were
taken for the survey. One village from each of the twelve blocks of the district
was selected through random sampling technique. Small and marginal categories
of farm families with land holding less than 2 ha constitute about 80 per cent of
total farm families of the district. Hence 10 small (1-2 ha) and 10 marginal (<1ha)
farm families per village, were selected purposively for the study, to represent
the rice-livestock farming households of the district. Data were collected from
the total sample of 240 farm women through personal contact method in a pre-
tested interview schedule. Participation in livestock management was measured
on a scale of 0,1,2,3 scores allotted to never participated, rarely, often and most
often participated respectively. The total score and mean score of each activity
was calculated. Participation index of each activity was calculated using the
formula

Pl = SO x 100
PS
Where PI = Participation index expressed in percentage
SO = Score obtained in individual activity
PS = Potential score of each activity

Results and Discussion

Crop and livestock farming are complementary to each other. As per the
livestock census of Odisha (2003), Balasore district had 52 per cent poultry birds,
26 per cent cows and 20 percent goat population as the major domesticated
livestock. The other livestock, i.e. sheep, pigs and buffaloes constituted less than
two per cent of the total livestock population of the district.
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