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The health status of the respondent’s family was found to be poor in case of 55
per cent of the respondents. This got enhanced to average health for 62 per cent of the
respondents. Health awareness provided by the Home Science wing of KVK was also
found to be very effective.

Employment generation of family head, women member and other members of
the family increased from 92 to 141 man days, 54 to 78 man days and 30 to 55 man
days, respectively. The total employment generated by the respondent’s family
increased from 176 to 274 man days. The Government of India has estimated 212
man days of employment per year in rural areas as a bench mark for achieving rural
livelihoods. When compared to this average, it appears that KVK has played an
important role in generating more family employment. This clearly means that KVK
has a role in increasing the human capital formation of the farm family.

The status of human resources reveals that 47 per cent of the respondents were
not aware about the improved technology before the KVK activities and 44 per cent
of respondents were having poor understanding of the technology. The situation
changed positively due to the intensive extension activities conducted by KVK
Wardha. Majority of the respondents i.e. 49 per cent were having a good
understanding about the improved technologies of agriculture and allied activities of
KVK. Still there is scope for improvement in case of 39 per cent of the respondents
having poor understanding of the technology and 12 per cent of the respondents who
still have no understanding of the technology. Reaching half of the respondents who
understood the technologies imparted by KVK can help to increase confidence and
make farmers’ attitude favourable towards the technology.

Table 3. Change in Human Capital Value due to KVK activities

Before After
S. No. Category
F % F %
Low 35 35.00 13 13.00
2 Medium 55 55.00 60 60.00
3 High 10 10.00 27 27.00
Total 100 100.00 100 100.00

The data in Table 3 clearly shows that majority of respondents (55%) were
placed in the medium category in terms of overall human capital value followed by
35 per cent of the respondents in low category i.e. most of the respondents were
having medium to low human capital value before their involvement with KVK.
After the involvement in KVK programmes, majority of respondents (60%) possessed
medium human capital value followed by 27 per cent respondents found in the
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Table 6. Change in indicators of Social Capital due to the KVK activities

S.No. Areas/Aspects Before After
F % F %
1 Organizational participation
No position in any organization 92 92.00 77 77.00
Official position in one or more organization 04 04.00 04 04.00
Official position in SHG’s/ other groups 04 04.00 19 19.00
2 Social status/contribution
Financial contribution in community work 15 15.00 35 35.00
Involvement in community work 36 36.00 58 58.00
3 Extent of trust
Small extent 12 12.00 10 10.00
Medium extent 68 68.00 60 60.00
High extent 20 20.00 30 30.00

KVK helped the beneficiary farmers to join self-help groups or some commodity
groups. Hence, participation of respondents who had an official position in SHG’s or
other groups increased from 4 to 19 per cent. In social status, involvement of
respondents in community work was 36 per cent, but financial contribution was only
by 15 per cent before the KVK programmes. It increased to 58 per cent respondents
being involved in community work and 35 per cent respondents involved by way of
financial contribution in community work over the period of extension activities of
the KVK. Due to the upgradation of organizational participation and social
contribution, extent of trust of respondents at home and at the village was also
slightly upgraded as shown in Table 6. Majority of the respondents (68%) at medium
extent of trust declined to 60 per cent respondents and contributed in the high extent
of trust (30%) after involvement in intensive extension programmes of the KVK.
Therefore, it is inferred that social groups of varying degrees of inclusiveness in the
society, socio-political participation or organizational participation, inter
connectedness through trust and solidarity among the members of the community and
the extent of trust amongst them forms a strong social network for achieving
livelihood objectives through various options and strategies provided by KVK.

Table 7. Change in Social Capital due to KVK activities

Before After
S.No. Category F % F %
1 Low ' 28 28.00 18 18.00
2  |Medium 62 62.00 55 55.00 |
3 |[High 10 10.00 27 27.uu
Total 100 100.00 100 100.00
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Table 16. Major suggestions by Respondents for Sustaining Rural Livelihood

S. No. Suggestions
1 Area wise climate forecasting should be provided to farmers
2 Government should provide protection from wild animals to the farmers

3 First priority shall be given to agriculture and 24 hours electricity provided in the
rural areas

Prices of all commodities should be declared before planting of crops

Facility of farm mechanization shouid be provided by the Government

Provision of seed and other quality input need to be strengthened

Individuau crop insurance should be provided

User friendly bank loan procedure needs o be promoted

Ol N[O b

Better road connectivity and transportation at village level

Wild animals are creating problems for farmers. Wild animals are protected by
the legislative act, hence farmers are helpless and unable to protect their crop.
Farmers are demanding that the Government take steps to keep wild animals away
from their crops or remove the legislative act of wild animals.

Load shedding is one of the major problems in rural livelihood activities. Erratic
supply of electricity especially in rural areas creates a major problem in irrigation of
crops and effective entrepreneurial activities in agriculture and allied areas. This
might have resulted in diversion of rural youth towards urban areas and non
agricultural sectors for their livelihood. Farmers expressed that first priority should be
given to agriculture and 24 hours electricity provided in the rural areas can help to
make rural livelihood sustainable.

Farmers also suggested that the commodity price may be declared before the
crop season, provision of farm mechanization to be by the government, provision of
seed and other quality input to be strengthened by the Government. Individual crop
insurance should be provided, along with promoting a user friendly bank loan
procedure. Better road connectivity and transportation at village level are other
important suggestions given by farmers for sustainability of rural livelihood.

Conclusion

It can be observed from the data that multidisciplinary activities of KVK helped
the farmers to adopt different farming systems and generate family income. This
consequently improved the human capital, physical capital, social capital, financial
capital and food security of the farming community that led to improvement in
sustainable rural livelihood.
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