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same village where from the seed growers were
selected, thus making the total sample of 220.
The sample framework followed in this study is
presented in Table 1.

For analyzing and comparing the costs and
returns of seed production vis-a-vis commercial

Table 1. Distribution of sample size in Puducherry

Crop District Sample size
Paddy Puducherry 126
Karaikal 52
Pulses Puducherry 10
Karaikal -
Groundnut Puducherry 8
Karaikal =
Vegetables Puducherry 24
Karaikal -
Total 220

production, major crops like, paddy, pulses,
groundnut and vegetables, where maximum seed
production is in vogue, were selected. Analysis
on cost of cultivation of paddy in the Puducherry
region was worked out (on per acre basis)
separately for seed production and commercial
production in order to show how the resources
were used in the seed as well as commercial
production.

ough a suitable pre-tested
schedule, were collected from the sampled
farmers for the selected crops. Various policies
influenced by the political and economic
conditions and the critical review by different
personnel were collected and discussed for the
preparation of the schedule. Secondary data on
quantity of seeds certified, total area under seed

mber of farmers registered for seed

production, nu _ :
production, number of farmers who failed in seed

certification and the causes for the failure for all
the available crops were collected from the Seed

Certification Agency, Puducherry.

 The Garrett’s ranking technique was used to
rank the factors that influence the choice of

Primary data, thr

variety. The Garrett’s ranking was ascertained
as:

100 (R, - 0.50)

Per cent position =

Nl

where,

=
I

Rank given for i™ factor by j"‘ individual
N. = Number of factors ranked by i™ individual

The per cent position of each rank thus
obtained was converted into scores by referring
to the table given by Garrett. Then for each
factors, the scores of individual respondents were
added together and divided by the total number
of respondents for whom the scores were added.
The mean scores for all the factors were arranged
in descending order and the ranks were alloted.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Risks involved in seed production

Seed production is a risky enterprise as compared
to the commercial crop production. However,
farmers selected seed production based on several
criteria (Table 2). One of the most important
criteria was higher profit which was assigned first
rank by the farmers of Karaikal and Puducherry
regions. Another important criterion was the
subsidy given by the government, especially to
the seed producing farmers. The other criteria
were technical assistance rendered by the
departmental officials as well as better yield of
the seed crop, which attracted the farmers to take
part in seed production programmes.

Several sampled farmers withdrew from the
seed production programme due to major risk
factors. Nearly 18 per cent of farmers withdrew
from the seed production programme in both the
regions, due to several reasons as shown in
Table 3. About 40 per cent of farmers withdrew
due to the effects of rainfall in Karaikal. The
other reasons, like poor germination (20%),
admixtures (20%) and grazing (20%) which
affected the seed crop. About one-third of
Puducherry farmers withdrew from the seed
production programme due to the admixture,
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