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ABSTRACT A seed bank is a repository, where seeds are stored at low temperature and relative humidity
to maintain their viability for longer durations without affecting their genetic integrity. A study was conducted
at DWR, Regional Station, Dalang Maidan, Lahaul-Spiti (Himachal Pradesh) to explore the possibility of
storage of wheat germplasm under ambient conditions. Investigation showed that germplasm stored for the
last 12 years under ambient conditions maintained germination up to 81.9 per cent and high seedling vigour.
The present paper deals with preservation of wheat germplasm for longer durations under ambient conditions
of alpine climate of the Western Himalayas.
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ageing (before and after harvesting) during
storage is the major determinant of germination
and vigour of the seed. Differential storability of
various species has been attributed to its genetic
and varietal characters, and also the storage
environment and provenances [6].

2007-08, record production
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In this paper, we look forward to new
opportunity of storage of germplasm which are
not only expected to be more economical but also
technically sound. The purpose of this exercise is
to cut down the exorbitant costs of installation
and maintenance of artificial and conditioned
storage rooms for germplasm conservation.
Therefore, an attempt was made to store wheat
germplasm  under  ambient  conditions,

~ characterized with low relative humidity and low

temperature round the year at regional station,
; rate of Wheat Research, Dalang Maidan
iti district of Himachal Pradesh (Fig.
. seed lot available was 12 years
m?jﬁtﬁves of this study were: i) to
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