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Effect of Dates of Sowing and Topping on
Seed Production of Jute (Corchorus spp-)
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ABSTRACT The study of sowing dates and topping in two varieties of Jute at Rahuri during the year 2000, 2001 and 2002

revealed that there was si

gnificantly higher seed yield at 15 June sowing and delay in sowing decreased the seed yield.

Valil;ty JRO'§24 gave significantly higher seed yield than variety JRC-212. Topping at 45 DAS gave significantly higher seed
yield than either topping at 60 DAS, or without topping at normal and dense plant population.
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Jute (Corchorus spp) is the most important natural
fibre crop next to the cotton. India at present is the
biggest manufacturer of jute goods. North-East
region is favourable for jute cultivation, however
not very favourable for the production of high
quality jute seeds. This is because of heavy rainfall
at the flowering and seed setting stages causes
deterioration in the quality and per hectare seed
yields also remains low. Jute seed production is
therefore, limited to comparatively drier region of
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, U.P.,, Bihar, Rajasthan
and Orissa. Jute seed production can be taken in
drier regions of Maharashtra with good seed yield.
Appropriate sowing time and topping treatment help
in increasing seed production and seed quality in
jute. In view of above the present experiment was

undertaken

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Field experiment was conducted during kharif
seasons of 2000, 2001 and 2002 in clayey soil on the
Central Campus Farm, Mahatma Phule Krishi
Vidyapeeth, Rahuri. The experimental design was
split plot with three replications. The three sowing
dates June 15, July 15 and August 15 were assigned
to main plots. The varieties JRC-212 and JRO-524
were assigned to sub plot treatments. The topping
treatments viz., i) and ii) topping at 45 and 60 DAS;

iii) No topping under normal plant population @
3.5 & 5.0 kg/ha, seed for olitorious and capsularis
respectively and iv) No topping under dense

population @ 4.0 and 6.0 kg/ha, seed for olitorious
and capsularis respectively. The seeds were sown at
25 ¢cm x7.0 cm for dense population and 40 cm x
7 cm for the normal population. The two varieties
are of two different species. The recommended
fertilizer doses are different i.e. 40 kg N, 20 kg P,O,
and 20 kg K,O /ha for olitorious (JRO-524) and dose
of 60 kg N, 30 kg P,0O, and 30 kg K,O/ha for
capsularis (JRC-212) was applied to all the treatments.
At sowing, half dose of N and full dose of P,O, and
K,O as basal and remaining half dose of N was top
dressed at 30 DAS. The harvested plot size was 4.0
m x 3.0 m. All the agronomical practices and plant
protection measures were adopted as per

recommended practices.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of variance (Table 1) revealed the
significant differences between varieties, sowing
dates, topping treatments for seed yield, branches
and pods /plant, plant height (cm) and basal stem

diameter (cm).

Effect of date of sowing

The three years pooled data indicated that plant
height in early sown crop was more. Plant height
(190.19 cm) in 15th June sown crop was maximum
followed by 15th July (142.30 cm) and 15th August
(99.90 cm) sown crop. Long duration available to
the June sown crop had positive effects on yield
attributes - pods/plant and yield/plant (g) during
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